
Ff THE EASTERN CHEROKEE 
- 

by 

Leonard Bloom 



o
e
 

~
 

— 
“~ 

|
 

+
 

a
e
s
 

. 
: 

e
e
 

~ 
a
e
 

ae 
~ 

. 
A
 

= 
a
 

a
n
 
a
 

a 
a
 

4 
e
e
 

( 
ne 

N 

- 
= 

—
 

w
s
 

.* 
a
 

cas 

rd 
Y
s
 

e
e
e
 

‘ 
h
e
 

e
o
.
 

a
 o
~
 

eT 
e
w
 

‘_ 

- 
e
g
 
_
.
 

P
i
 

a
e
 

s 
a
i
 

n
e
,
 

a 
° 

Pa 
de 

§ 
=
<
 

3 
. 

«* 
a
 

o
r
 

¥ 
r
a
d
 

~
 

fn 
a
s
 

w
v
 

C
a
s
 

d
e
 

e
t
 w
t
 

- 

“
r
s
 

ee 
2 

*
 

xe 

P
o
e
 
t
f
 ~ 

S
s
 

y
a
 

-
~
 

?
 

*
 

y
e
 

.
 

r
c
 

=? 
«. 

e
e
 

a
a
n
 
o
e
 

r
a
 

DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 



DUKE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 

MANUSCRIPT THESES 

This volume may be consulted freely, but the literary rights of the 

author must be respected. No passage may be copied or closely paraphrased 

without the previous written consent of the author. If the reader obtains 

assistance from this volume he must give credit in his own work. 

This thesis by Leonard Bloom has been used by the 
following persons, whose signatures attest their acceptance of the above re- 

atriotions. 

cA library borrowing this thesis for use by one 

of its patrons should secure the signature of the 

‘ user. 

'Nane } Addvoun t Date 



b id 26 ahdats Prades bt -eas Hit" pe sion sega 44 
| Sea se tdqartes akmagin s> betges ee Can epee 

oie tec) ee Phe 

¢c? 

al 

Ge bares 

ereda offs 

oa? TI Oke ee Be» Suk =n had #9 
ison ideo @44 &S dete orks yewe ad cavtow, 9 

ra ‘ 

joa . ano Le brenodd 
soa ‘ ef sil 

pROErA a a) Lo @00a FRC Oe +*lear 

gaiwetsed pre teke 

of* eteoun Draddw, saoteag 

i 

j 
? 
‘ 



uw 
4 " r) 

Ren aia 



Duke University Library 
The use of this thesis is subject to the usual restrictions that govern the use of manuscript material. Reproduction or quotation of the text is permitted only upon wri tten authorization from the author of the thesis and from the academic department by which it was accepted. Proper acknowledgment must be given in all printed references or quotations. 

FORM 412 5m 6-41 



“HE ACCULTURATION OF THE EASTSRN CHEROKEE 

“by 

Leonard Bloom 

A thesis 

submitted in partial fulfiliment of 
the requirements for the degree 

ef Doctor of Philosophy 
in the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences 

of 
Duke University 

1937 



. ‘ Be my Ridin > Abin 

vatoialhdes tan bbvhara <ieloniadis ~ 

¥ es i ada 
AER | 

4 ‘ 

ROA ve aregitbeng. vf 7 ow 

A a . 
4 \ 

er F 
, 4 —* t 

N ¥ ae hy 
‘ ) ; r a 

rm 

“Digitized by the inte deen Archive q 

jn 2022 with funding from 
Duke University Libraries 

oe ar: ce : = 

gebrotne aa etra. te 

Etterevin. oed 

woeL 

4 é " 4 oT ry ae a: * ye a) 

‘ ° 7 5 ¥ wer . a > Fie Ort Cte 7 wees . ie fe Uk Lae oo ea 



"Anthropology Like charity should begin at hom@esee" 

--Aldous Huxley, Beyond the Mexigque Bay 

"fhere is in Indien history something very meloucholy, 

and which seems to establish a mournful preceflent for 

the future events of the few sons of the forestecee" 

-~-Zlias Boudinot, An Address (by a Cherokee 
Indian) to the Whites. epraduy.e oh 1826 

"What! Shall the Cherokees perish! Shell the 

con,uerors of the Shawnees perish! Never." 

| ~-an Ancient Chief in H. Re Schoolcraft, 
Hotes on the Iroquois. p.160. 1847 

"The old people still cling $o their ancient rites 

and sacred traditions, but the anti and ball play 

wither ond the Indien day is nearly spent." 

ee ta Mooney, Myths of the Cheroxkee. 
p.l6i. 19 

310800 
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Introduction 

At least two main lines of approach afford themselves in 

a study of this dite One may treat a history of accultura- 

tion as a sequence pattern beginning with the first intrusions, 

noting the contects es they occur and inferring the cultural 

am social adjustments as well as is possible. And if 

historical data and early descriptions were as complete as 

hex are not, perhaps this would be the ideal technique. Then 

it would be possible to delineate certain of the processes 

in a manner which woulda be pari passu dynamic. Under such 

circumstances we might with some assurance set forth what 

happier sociologists have been wont to call “lews". However, 

the earliest historical materiel pertaining to the Cherokee 

is a melange of the infant wailings of an imperialism with 

its commertial and military self concern--thin staff indeed 

on which to pin a culture history. 

But whatever the difficulties may be in regard to the 

quality of historical writings our obligsetions to a difficult 

problem are unchanged, and we face the same obligations that 

each investigator must who wishes to anslyze am interpret 

the reticulate webs of culture change. We hold with Lesser? 

",eemethodolosically, time perspective or historicity is 

essential to an understanding of culture whatever special 

liesser, A. The Pawnee Ghost Dance, 9,336 
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approach is undertakens Culture is not a static content, 

but a dynamic continuum like the rest of the universe." 

Fhe untensbility of any other methodological stan@ will 

become apparent in the necessities of this study in which 

we are dealing with an exceptional cultural mobility. 

femporel divisions are a’ matter of convenience, and simply 

indicete from our point of interest tho most striking aspects 

of continuous interweaving processes. it is not even 

certain thet it is possible to cheracterize periods in any 

euch fashion as we do, but if it be kept in mind that the 

processes dominant at each stage are continuous ones and 

are manifest at esch successive stage the dangers of 

conceptualizstions of this sert may be avoided and the pur- 

pose of conciseness of treatment may be served. 

The second approach begins with the situation as it presents 

itself to the observer at the cultural instant. With the 

picture before him it is his task to trace teckward (and 

project forward) the currents of acculturation. His clues 

are the survivals and stability of the original habit and 

the losses and modifications as well. 

In this study, however, we shall not limit ourselves 

either to an interpretative history or ethnology. Upon the 

basis of a synthetic ethnographic stetenent as of 1540 we 

shall elaborate a history of the people, emphasizing as 

best we can those events which seem to be of significance to 
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viii 

Cherokee rather than to white history. specially, of course, 

stress will be laid upon incidents which were significant 

in changing or maintaining s way of life. 

-Pinelly, on the evidence of s contemporary field study, 

comparisons will be drawn with the sboriginel status «nd the 

date of survival and intrusion will be presented. It is 

hoped that such a body of treatment is an adequate foundation 

for interpreting the essential processes of acculturation 

as they have taken place and are going on among the Cherokee. 
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Abbreviat ions 

fhe following abbreviations hsve been used in footnote 

citations throughout the body of this thesis. 

American Anthropologist: Am. Anth. 

American Journal of Sociology: AcJeS- 

Annual Reports and Bulletins of the Bureau of 
American & 8) O27: Aehe BeAeoke ana Bulle Bebee 

Smithsonien Institution Reports: Sele 

Annual Reports: AeHKse Sele 

Miscellaneous Collections: S.I.e Mele 

Due to the fact that the nature of this thesis is not 

primarily linguistic, diacritical symbols have been 

omitted. 
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Chapter I 

The Aboriginal Status 

fhe Cherokse of the Southern Appalachians wers histori- 

cally and culturally one of the most important and numerous 

Indian peoples of the United States. If we take the popula- 

tion of aboriginal America north of Mexico to be about a 

million, the Cherokee with some twenty thousend comprised a 

considerable part of the tote. fheir affiliation with the 

Troquoian linguistic stock indicates their Northwest-central 

origin, but culturally they are to be classified with their 

neighbors in the Southeast.” .Physically they were a mixture 

of the Algonquian-Iroquois dolichocephalic type and the 
3 

Eastern and Southern brechycephals. 

igroeber, As le “Native American Population" Am.Anth.N.S. 
vol. xxxvi pp.1-26 

Mooney, ameseD AeRe BeAcle pe 11 

Swanton, Je He Sele MeCe Vole lxxx p.80 

“Powell, Je We VT Ase Be As Be 

“urdlicka, Ales. Bull.62 B.A.Z. 
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They were masters at various times of one hundred thousand 

square miles of territory included in six states* but tribal 

geography wae a flexible thing indeed as is revealed by the 

ease with which later population movements were initiated. 

Their, neighbors and foes were various Muskhogean, Siouan, and 

Algonquien speaking peoples. Most important and keenest com- 

petitors were the Creek to the south with whom they contested 

the control of “ips Georgias Westward the Chickasaw ani 

Shawano effectually barred the way to the lower Tennessee and 

the Cumberland. In the north the apparented Iroquois, who had 

achieved a greater tribal unity than the Cherokee ever were to 

attain, exercised an unrivalled dominion. That these neighbors 

entered into the Cherokee life and were not merely geographical 

points of reference is indicated by Morgan's citation of an 

ancient treaty of the Iroquois with the 0-ya-da-z0-0-no0 

(Iroquoiean name for the Cherokee, signifying the people who 

awell in caves).° By this treaty the Tennessee River was made 

the limit of pursuit of retreating bands of raiders, The 

raided group could stage a counter raid, but must not molest 

the camp of the retreating war party.” In Virginia were the 

Powhatan 2ni Monacan, and on the east and southeast were the 

Tuscarora {also Iroquoian speaking) and the Catawba, Sara, 

Yamassee, and Yuchie 

4S5ee Map. 

"vorgan, Ls He League of the Iroquois vol. I ps328 
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With all these peoples the Cherokee maintsined almost constant 

werfere for marginal hunting lands. But acculturation was both 

of the piratical and normal varieties. "The Cherokee heve 

strains of Creek, Catawba, Uchee, Natchez, Iroquois, Osage, and 

Shawano blood...." Mooney notess° In discussing the origin of 

Cherokee myths. he goes on to say:” 

Indians are great wanderers, and a myth can travel as 
a as a redstone pipe or a string of « It was 
customary, as it still is to a limited ent in the 
west, for ey parties, sometimes even a “whole ba nd 
or village, to make long visits to other tribes, 
dancing, feasting, trading, and exchanging stories 
with their friends for weeks or months at a tim, 
with the expectation that their hosts would retum 
the visit within the next swmmeres.s The very existence 
of a trade jargon or a sign language is proof of inter- 
tribal relations over wide sreas. 

Our present dependence upon elaborate and speedy systems of 

transportation predisposes us to underestimate the complexity 

of contact and interdependence that far~renoved peoples could 

achieve without such meanss But if an automobile insures the 

opportumity for a variety of contacts, it also comes close to 

insuring their superficiality. However, we need no such 

argument for our discussions Myer'’s Indian Trails of the 

Southeast in which some hundred am twenty-five native highways 

are listed is ample evidence. ° 

Syooney, Jamese 19th AvRe BeAcBs pe 234 
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Phe Cherokee country yielded a steatite suited to pipe 

manufacture, and it was a chief product of export as is shown 

by its wide distributions Myer gives a good perspective on 

the matter as follows:” 

In the mounds in Ohio, Tennessee, and elsewhere objects 
from the Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific, 
and fro nearly every section of the interior of the 

United States have been found obsidian from the Rocky 
Mountain region, pipestone from the great red pipestone 
ange oo of Minnesota or Wisconsin, steatite and mica 

roi the Appalachians, copper fran the region of tis 
Great Lakes and elsewhere, shells from the Guli of 
Mexico and the Atlantic, dentalium and abalone shells 

fron the Pacific Coast, and now end then artifacts 
which at least hint at some remote contact with 
Mexican Indian culture. 

Ce Ce Jones notes relevently:~° 

It is seid that, among the Cherokee Indians of Ceorzcia, 
in ancient times were men who devoted their ettention 
to the manufacture of spear «nd srrow heads, and other 
stone implements, As from time to time they accumulated 
a supply, they would leave their mountain-homes and visit 
the seaboard and intermediate regions for the purpose 
of ng these implemants for shells and verious 
articlesecss 

The above should establish the point we must emphasize, that 

the prehistoric Cherokee lived no encapsulated life of 

cultural and social isolation. 

The descriptive note to follow simply purposes to outlize 

in a conservative fashion the salient aspects of life in the 

mountains of the Southeast before the advent of the white mane 

Suyer, We Bs ops cite ps786 
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Politically the Cherokee "Nation" was a confederacy of towns 

which according to dialects may be divided into three groups. 

The Bastern or Lower dialect was originelly spoken in the towns 

situated on the head-waters of the Savannah River and is 

characterized by an *r' which takes the place of *1' in other 

dialects. The tribal name of thés group, Tsa rage, was 

corrupted by the Bnglish into the form we know, while the 

Spanish, meeting the Central and Western towns, wrote the nome 

Chalaques The Middle or Kituhwa dialect was spoken in the 

towns on the Tuckasegee and the head of the Little Tennessee 

in the very heart of the Nation, and it is spoken by the Qualla 

remnant today. The Western dialect was spoken in eest 

Fennessee, north Georgia, end on the Hiweasse and Cheowa rivers 

in Worth Carolina. It has been the literary dislect and is 

the language of the Western Band. 

The tot:1 number of towns probably totaled fifty or more, 

but not infrequently locations were changed «nd their popula- 

tions veried greatly according to the seasonal pattems. Al- 

though Echota or Itsati on the Littie Tennessee was the most 

important town, it cannot be regarded es a true eapitol, for 

the isolating nature of the toposraphy, local rivalries, and a 

high rate of mobility prevented political cohesion. 

Cherokee life was laid in a setting of woods, stream valleys, 

and mountains. Wumerous species of evergreens and hardwoods 

sheltered deer, bear, buffalo, elk, wolf, panther, wildcat, 

turkey, pheasant, and rattlesnake. There seems to have been 

no living creature that was not sought out for its meat, pelt, 
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or featherse Waize, beans, squashs, and tobacco were the 

chief cultivated plants, Gilbert regards the mountein en- 

vironmext as being one of relative poverty, ~~ but Swanton, 

with whom this writer is inclined to agree, speaks of the 

country asa rich one.!® Aboriginal life in North America 
Was always a matter of herd necessity, but as Swanton says:7° 

“...the mountain tribess..merely failed to accumulate surplus 

wealth sufficient to effect their social and political institu- 

tions and alter their laws." 

., The diet was augmented and diversified by the collecting -—~ 

of nuts, seeds, and berries. A kind of bread was made from 

the dried persimon, and oils were extracted from the hickory 

nut and acorms In the highlam area sugar was secured from 

maplese 

Like most peoples whose practise of agriculture was pre~ 

sedentary and who depended considerably on hunting, the Cherokee 

economic organization had a sextal division. Houtine cultiva- 

tion was largely the province of women, although land-clearing 

and ground-breaking were communal enterprisese We might note 

in passing that the cooperative, such as the gaducgh, Was a 

distinctive feature of Southeastern society. Gatherings for 

community work were occasions for social diversion and had 

mush the same motivation and aspect as the “bees" of colonial 

and rural America. 
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fhe crafts of conservation pertaining to agriculture like- 

wise were part of the female life pattern, am we fimi Cherokee 

women the principal manufacturers of baskets, mats, and sieves. ~ 

These were made from cane which abounded on the banks of the 

lower rivers, and from splints of the osk. Here we fim the 

northermost extension of the double weave technique, but 

Cherokee basketry and pottery was markedly inferior to that of 

Gulf poapien.** Smeoth ware was common, but a distinctive 4 

pottery was characterized by paddle stamped designs which are 

probably to be related to besketry patterns. Yhere is some 

sign of intrusion of effigy motives from the Mississippi erea. 

Mortars and pestles were of wood ratcer than stone. vf 

Man*s plece in the economic sphere was as a consumer and 

hunter, and the deer both for its meat and pelt was most 

important. Hunting was iargely with the bow and srrow, eitioagh - 

the blowgun fashioned froma@me (Arundinaris tecta end macro- 

sperma) was used for small game. The usuel variety of stone 

knives, axes, celts, swis, and heads were available, and these 

of course were augmented by tools and weapons of wood and cane. 

The latter was invariably fashioned into knives. 

The preparation of skins end clothes seem to have been the ~— 

women's task, although min indulged in the more gratuitous 

forms of ornement fabrication. The invariable article of male 

attire wes a deerskin breechclout sugumented with skin robes, 
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moccasins and leggings as the terrain and weather required, 

Women wore a short deerskin skirt as a besic garment. 

‘fhe use of feather cloaks was probably more ceremonial and 

decorative tham utilitarian., Headbands of feathers, skins, or — 

metal were common. Cioaks were "finger woven".of the inner 

bark of the mulberry, and belts, garters ani the like were —_ 

from bison and oppossum heirs .uill work was lacking or rare. 

Tattooing was @ uwniversel practice, end the Southern Indian 

thus wore ident ificat ion tags and cuff jottings which Swanton 

calls bulletin boards. Both face and body were painted in 

preperation for ball games, way, and other social fmetions. 

Extravagant ear decorations were common, aithough the Gherokee 

@id mot join the Creek and Chickasaw in ornamenting the nose, 

mor did they practise artificial heeé detente ag did other 

southern tribes. Men wore their hair shaved/ to S. eanaite 

crest, but the women did not cut theirs. 

Ancient dwellings were circular structures of logs, poles, 

and beri frequently faced with.esrthe Ramsey speaks of a 

conical town hovel thirty feet in diameter and twenty feet 

high which was used 4s council hali and for ceremonial ss 

“Within it were beds, made of cane, rather tastefully arranged 

around its circumferences.s(it} had a single entrance... 

There was neither window nor chimney." There is some mention 

of a square house of poles, probably of Iroquoian derivation. 

Le 
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During the summer, mestings and social functions were held in 

open lounging pevilions, the more elaborate of which had 

porches. Corncribs, granaries, «mi storage houses for skins, 

weapons, and valuables were common in the more populous towns. 

fransportation aids were rare. Raits and canoes made from ~ 

hollewed logs were paddied along less precarious river passages. 

On land the Cherokes depended on his own adequate legs, ani 

sometimes his dogs may have been used for such purposes. 

Hunting, particularly of deer, was maneged by stalking and 

surrounds. Fish were secured by spear, bow, dems and 

poisoned pools. The simple hend drill was used to meke fire. 

Turning now from the material eppects in our cursory sirvey 

of early Cherokee culture, let us note the social organizati on 

ef the people. As wes the case in the rest of the Southeast, 

descent was matrilinear by totemic clans. Seven exozamous 

elans were Clearly discernible: Ani-Wa ya (Wolf), Ani-Keawi 

(Deer), Ani-Tsi skwa (Bird), Ani-Gilahi (Long-hsired People), 

Ani-Batagewi (incorrectly, Blind Savanna), Ani-Saha ni 

(Blue People?), Ani-Wa di (Paint). Mooney suggests that 

these are supposed to heave replaced an earlier set of fourteen 

py fusion of pairs.*° If such a reduction in the number of 

clans did occur it may have taken place by = ancient fusion 

of two moieties, for such divisions were common in this srea. 

On the other hand, the names of clans which sppear in 

4 Jamese 19th AsRe BeAsEe De 213 
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sporadic references may not be clans at all, but rather a 

mnisinterpretation of the Cherokee prefix Ani. In any case, it 

is merely an intriguing academic problem unlikely of solution. 

Land was controlled by towns, ani the tribe as a totality 

held little Grect supervision over it. Within the tom, 

ownership was a matter of occupancy. The: Cherokee household 

was matrilocal, and there my have been some tendency for land 

to pass on in a matrilineal fashion, although relatively short 

periods of residence would preclude this. 

Moong suggests that Indian names were “significant and 

appropriate if not polite.?? Many Cherokee names ended in a 

word meaning "killer", and Swanton negaes” "Wherever we have 

peen eble to collect the information, it has been found that 

it was usuai for a man advanced in years to adopt the name of 

his sons" Names might change or accumulate over a period of 

years. Some, such as "warrior" or “brave” surely had an 

initiatory significance. Others were an indication of the 

status one had achieved by accomplishment in battle, whereas 

others, probably very few, referred to some formal position 

which the dnaividuel discharged in the community. 

Pre-marital chastity was exceedingly umususl. Transfer of 

property attendant upon marriage was customary. Polygamy was 

permissible, but too expensive for the general, ‘but when it did 

Looney, Jemess. “Evolution in Cherokee Persmmal Names", 
Am Anthe voleII, noe 
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ocouy the wives wore often sisters or clan sisters. Abstinence 
during the mourning period was mendatery, bat much longer for 

widows than wiiovers,"* According te one reports diverse ms 

ao common that & kind of ciroumetant iad gaecekeive polygamy 

wae the order of things. 

The political organization wag a bifureste affair, The Hod 

hi srarchy consisted of » hich priest of wer and hie assistants, 

ecouts, surgeons, ani a number of “Pretty Women", clon ledies 

of high position en@ considersble influence, This group was 

devoted to the prosecution of war. The White organization wes 

devoted to the maintenance of peace ani hed its seperate 

hierarchy to discharge ite offices. Some tows were claseified 

as Red or white, oma the letter were places of refuges 

Bartram's picture of aboriginel life in the Southeast in the 

latter paxt of the Bighteeath eentury will serve as a basic 
teprosentation ¢f eertein phases which are not treated olse- 
wheren 

Every town or commamity ecsigas a plese or parcel of 
iam ae near as may be to the town, for the aake of 
Loc paleo This is called the tow plsnta 2 
cme & family or citizen has pareol Po share, 

o dewire or conveniones, oF the larger ss 
unded by a strip of of his fondly. The shares are bounde 

grasa ground, poles set up, or any other natural or 

part st. passin. i 
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artificial boundary, ¢o that the whole plantation is 
a cOllection of lots joining each other, comprised 
in ome exiclosure or general boundary. 

in the spring, when the season arrives, ali the 
citizens, as one family, prepare the ground and begin 
to plant, commencing at one end or the other, as 
convenience may direct for the general good, and so 
continue on until finished; and when the young plants 
arise ami require culture, they dress and husband then 
until the crops are ripe. The work is directed by =n 
overseer clected or appointed snnuslly, i suppose in 
rotation throughout ail the families of the town. 

When the fruits of their labors are ripe «nd in 
fit order to gather in, they all on the same day 
repair to the piantation: each gathers the produce 
of his own proper lot, brings it to town, and deposits 
it in his ow erib, allotting & certain portion ior 
the Public Granary, which is called the King's crib, 
becstise its contents are at his disposal, though not 
his private property, but considered as the tribute 
or tree contribution of the citizens of the State, at 
the digpossal of the King. 

The design of thw common granary is for the wisest 
and best of purposes, with respect to their people, 
ie@e, & Store or resource to repair to in eases of 
necessity. Thus when a family’s private stores fall 
short, in cases of accident or otherwise, they are 
entitled to assistance end supply from the public 
granary, by applying to the king. It also serves to 
aid other towns which my be in want; anc affords 
provisions fer their armies, for travellers, so- 
journerc, ds ctcs. 

Thus the iii oo becomes the provider or Psather of his 
People, or of mankind--the greatest «nd most godlike 

Tecter upon carth. 

Besides the general plantation, each imhabitant in 
the town incloses a garden spot adjoining his house, 
vhere he plants com, rice, squashes, etc., which, by 
early planting and close attention, affords an earlier 
supply than the distant plantations. 

2lone "White" Chief. 
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How, although it appears that these peovlie enjoy all 
the advantages of freedom and private property, ani 
tae utes usages, -" customs, er gag ey oot 

3 S acco Oo reason, justice, em at q 
the ete pelnate aedea as one’ family or a f 

» in fact, all their possessions are in common; 
for they have neither locks nor bars to their doors, 
and there is a common and continus]l intercourse between 
the families of a tribe; indeed, throughout the 
Confederecy, they seem as one great family, perfectly 
ag acquainted with esch other whenever tney 
meet. 

If one goes to another's house and is in want of 
_ auy necessary thet he or she sees, snd says, I heve 
need of such a thing, it is re only as a polite 
way of asking for it, exd the request is forthwith 
granted, without ceremony or emotion; for he knows he 
is welcome to the like gonerous and friendly return 
at any time. 

We see later this note on the conduct of the Council 

which seems to hve been a men's club as well as a judicial- 

political bodys 

fhe Mic-co, counsellors, and warriors, meet every 
dey, im the public square; sit and drink a-cee, a 
etrong decoction of the cassine yupon, called by the 
traders black drink; talk of news, the public und 
domestic concerns; smoke their pipes; and play 
Thia-chel-litch-cau {roeil the bul 4 Here, ali 
complaints are introduced, attended to, and re@resseé. 
They heve 2, reguiar ceremony for making as well as 
delivering the a-cee to all who attend the square. 

fhe function of the system of “checks and balances” which 

was effected by the bifureate system is illustrated in the 

case of war: 

ogre doubt clan throughout. 
solider fides eat tioant indigestion of the nature of aboriginal 
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this is always determined on by the Great Warrior. 
When the Mic-co and counsellors ere of opinion that the 
town has been injured, he lifts the war hatchet ageinst 
the nation which has injured them. But as soon as it 
has been taken up, the Mic-co and counsellors my 
interpose, end by their prudent counsels stop it, and 
proceed to adjust the misunderstanding by negotiation. 
If the Grest Warrior persists and goes out, he is 
followed by sli who are for war. It is seldom a town 
is wneanimous, the nation never is; and within the 
memory of the cidest men among them, it is not recollected 
that more then one half the nation neve been for war at 
eae seme time; or taken, as they express it, the war 
telke 

 ®he Great Warrior, when he marches, gives notice 
where ho shall encam, cud sots out sometimes with one 
or two only. He fires off his sum and sets up the war 
whoops This is repeated by 211 who follow him, «nd 
they are sometimes for one or two nights marching off. 

The Cherokee year ¢onsisted irregularly of twelve or 

thirteen months because of confusion of solar and lunar 

eslendars. Functionally the year wes punctuated by six 

festivais which symbolize suverni. essential phases of 
24 

Cherokee lifes 

here Was anciently a regular series of festivals 
-eSix in sll--anG e2ch with significant peculisrities. 
These were held in the national heptagon, when the 
entire population of the seven tribes (i.e. clans) 
assenbled under the summons of the leku (high priest), 
through his seven councillors, by whom the cersmoxnials 
were direcfed: and here, being the metropolis, every 
abode om such occasions Was open, and every hospitality 
gratuitous. Minor festivals were siso celebrated 
every New moon-—no0re especially at the beginning of 
each quarter of the year;--as well as a regular sacrifice 
on every seventh day. Occasionsl festivels were like- 
Wise mentioned; the most remarkable of which took place 
in remote times, once in seven years. 

The six greater festivals were observed in the 

24pame Ms. in Bertram cope cit. pe74 
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following order: 

ist. The Festival of the First New Moon of Spring, 
which wa@ celebrated about the time the grass began to 
grow.” os 

2nd. Sah-loohestuknece, Kesk-steh-stsek; a preliminary 
or new green-corn feast, he [when the young corn first 
beceme fit to taste. : 

Sra.  Tune-neh-<kaw-hvough-ni; mature or ripe greon= 
corn toutteet, Cee suseeeted the other in som forty  . 
or fifty deys, whem the corn had become hard and perfect. 

4the g-tah-toy-qush; great new-moon feast, whith 
occurred of he Occygion of the appearance of the first 
new moon of autumn.*’ . 

Sth. sh- tarn-nng-na; propitiation or cementation 
ee ng tae former in about ten deyas2e festivel, succeed 

6th a the festival of the 
exulting or bounding bus ich came somewhat later. 

These ceremonies encompassed the whole gamut of Cherokee 

religious, sociel, end recrestive life. 

2Scnis initiated the gegi summer months. 

26 unis is the festivel which seems to have survived sll 
the others. 8se Chapter Six. 

2 wig Signalled the beginning of the sola winter months. 

Baring thas celebration reconcllation wes the key note 
and even revenge obligetions might be abrogated. Such a 
motif occure in other ceremonies, and plays a very important 
part in the Boos-ke-tau, during which a genexl snnesty was 
provided. he aborignes were absolved from all crimes with 
the occasional exception of murder, and the guilt itself 
seems to have been buried in oblivion through some social 
participation of the commmity. It is likely that such 
solidarities and social functions as this, ai eficult to isolate 
and evaluate, comprised the most significant and far-reaching 
of esrly deculturiz ing. The Ah-tawn-ung-nah festival is to be 
identified with the Busk, universal in the southeast (Bartram's 
Book-ke-tau). 
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"ype traits of Cherokeeam life which have been noted in 

the preceeding discussion and which will be found of especial 

significance throughout the body of the paper are the 

following: going to water, indulging in dances, the bifurcate 

social organization, the organization of clans, personel 

decoration ami elothing, the pre-sedentary habit, and certain 

material culture traits. But primarily this trestment has 

been designed to present a basic frameof reference for the 

ensuing chapters. It is intended in no way to be a complete 

ethnographic report. That would be utter ertifice; it is not 

within the province of this paper, nor are we interested in 

the minutiae of conjecture that it would entail. Certain 

significant items, however, will be elaborated upon in the 

discussion to follow. 



eteLlgmon 8 30 ot Yaw on ak sobeint ef ai : | ; 

fou gi ft ;vodriixe sotta od nibwow ‘deat at 

at Setaoxetet oF ets Lom ROKR pide Re 

ntatxed .itedne biawow tt dasid colasataer ‘te @ 

edi at moan betarodaloe ed Like ccovenos snaeet 9 
5 as 

sols 

6 er #2. 

¢ uve’ i ee ee 

Pet 
re | oe 

Pie i | 
a .r 

é \ 



Py 

Oe 

ft 
ae Hh wig 

gle fh 34 
yy 

HN ( 

Wha ih ily TR 
a HR , vi iy ‘i 

co 



hey thie ones 

ros 

y 

a 
hon Dok 
a 

» 
we? 

¥ 

D 

S 

x 
' 

Lie 
ry 

iy 

>, 
. 
1 



Chapter II 

Contact: The Tentetive Period 

1540--1721 

The first contacts of the Cherokee with Western Giviliza- 

tion occurred during the incursions of De Soto in 1540, 

Pardo in 1566, and in the thirty yeers following Boyano, 

De Luna, and Viliafane. De Soto's visit, brief and meteoric 

as it was, is important more as e starting point than anything 

elses. For his trouble the Spaniard carried nothing away 

more valuable than a souvenir, the first dressed buffalo skin 

secured by a white man. 

Twenty-six years later, now with a base of operations at 

the fortified settlement of San Felipe near Port Royal in 

South Carolina, Jaan Perdo explored the interior. Knowledge 

of goid end silver mines in the Cherokee country reached 

Saint Augustine and San Felipe. Meny signs of early mining 

operations apparently of a Emmopean nature indicate that 
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these discoveries were followed ape? 

Mooney is inclined to think that the early Spanish contacts 

made a “considerable” permanent impression on the Cherokee.” 

Had the following interval seen a continuous contect with 

representatives of Zuropean culture this would be correct. 

However, the diffuse distribution of Cherokee towns, the 

dwellings of which were more scattered than among other 

tribes, and the high mobility of population would permit much 

absorption of cultural impressions which would go for little 

without the reinforcement of fairly stable settlements. 

At least one linguistic remnent of the Spanish incursion 

is evident today. The Cherokee wena foe cow, Waka, is 

unmistakably derived from the Spanish vaca. We cannot be 

sure whether cattle and the word were brought in directly by 

the Spaniards or through the agency of neighboring tribes 

such as the Creek who had the word Waga, and the Arapaho 

who transliterated the equivlent wakuch. The date of the 

introduction of horses is also conjectural, It may very well 

have been in this first period of Spanish contact, but 

probebly the horse and the cow in Cherokee economy played 

only an incidental role for more than 8 century. That these 

diones, Ce Ce Ire, Antiquities of the Southern Indians 
pp.48 ,49 

"yooney, James« 19th AsRe BedeBe p+202 
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creatures never appeared in Cherokee mythology is a provoca- 

tive commentary on the invulnerability of the myth to items 

whieh belong to differeut psychological spheres. This will 

be noted later in counection with other forms such as medicine. 

Wach more important from the standpoint of being apprentice- 

ship to acculturation must have been the population movements 

following the dislocation of coastal tribes, am important too 

were the introduction of Western culture elements at second 

hand by bordering peoples. As early as 1685 mags movements 

in the interior were frequent snough to be noticed. Crane 

gays,” "Several times in the course of the international 

struggle for the Indian trade in the South, they (the Lower 

Creeks) changed their village sites." 

Nearly a century passed before the Cherokee in 1654 are 

found in written history again, and this time it is a record 

of their discovery of the English colony of Virginia. Ina 

foray into the lowlend six or seven hundred "Rechahecrian" 

(Cherokee) warriors were the cause of considerable colonial 

perturbation. The assembly resolved*"that these new com 

indisns be in no sort suffered to seat themselves...any place 

near us, it having cost so mech blood to expel and extirpate 

those perfidious and treacherous Indians which were there 

formerly." ({isese certain Powahtan tribes.) 
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Allying themselves with the Pamunkey, the Virginians 

attempted to make good their resolution, but were whipped in 

& bloody battle and were forced to sue for peace. 

Although removed from the Cherokee, the incipient colonies 

6f the Spanish, French, ami Englisch were affecting coastal 

and frontier tribes. Fleeting direct contacts with explora- 

tory parties became more frequent in the interior. fhe race 

wes on for commercial and colonial supremacy, and in the 

early stages success was to go to the nation which manipu- 

lated Indien trade an@ alliances most successfully. 

Spain's techniqne of cultural conquest was the missions 

Crane says:” 

In Plorida, during the sixteenth and seventeenth 

Seapite periodic attacks by buccaneers. these” 
missions os Guele, Timucua, end Apalache in the 
province of Florida survived until the Spanish 
Indian system, based upon religion ed agriculture, 

Se a aka aaaget o> o> Micalch ote 
fhe permanent settlement of Charles Town in 1570 by the 

English established them as deadly foes to the Spanish. 

"01a Charles Town was now made strong against Indian ettack. 

By September, 1670, thirty acres at the point hed been 

surrounded by 9 palissde: a thousand Indians, it wes believed 

could be withstood.™” From this one can infer the magnitude 

Sorane, Ve We The Southern Frontier. p. 7 

Sane italics ere mine, . 

Top. cite pell 
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of population movements which were taking pisce among the 

coastal and border tribes, the Sara, Yemasee, Catawba, Yuchi, 

Pamahita, and others. We can only guess at the turbulence 

in the interior. One index is language, snd Powell notes that 

intertribal jargons were accelerated upon the advent of the 

white em, By the beginning of the eighteenth century 

territorial dislocations had reached a critical state, ani 

the Cherokee engaged in chronic warfare with their neighbors 

which became more end more bitter, 

Another phase of the violence of the frontier was the 

English inciting of attacks on the Spanish Guale. By 1680 

the Cherokee had joined the Yesto and Lower Creeks in ach 

imeursions. The need for adequate border defense save rise 

to Inden slavery which soon outgrew its criginal design. 

Under the sanction of the Proprietors, Indian slavery "... 

goon developed into a flourishing business, and later, into 

a eruelly efficient engine of encroachment upon the spheres 

of influence of England's rivals in the South and West.” 

This whole commerce in slaves depended in turn on inter-tribal 

Wars, accentuating and intensifying struggles far beyond the 

aboriginal hebit both in size and persistence. 

Encroachments upon Indian lends, unfair treatment in 
trade, destruction of Indian crops by the settlers’ 

Spowell, Je We 7th AcRe BeAsE. po8 

*orane, Ve We OPe cite pl1S 
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eattle--common incidents of a frontier--provoked 
Indian reprisals. The colonists too often complained 
. wen a daa of their cattle and hogs in 

Cultures which use soil to such different ends must necessarily 

conflict. 

As the feelers of Carolina and Virginia expansion moved 

westward end competition with the French sphere of influence 

began the strategic importance of the Cherokee country was 

recognized. Trading with this people increased, and a post 

at Savammah Town gave access to the area. On another frontier 

the French were making their foothold; settlements were made 

at Biloxi in 1679, at Mobile in 1701, at New Orleans in 1712, 

and at Toulouse in 1714. Reciprocal raiding had begun in 

earnest on snother frontier. ""Les Angiois de la Caroline 

n'eparguent rien pour faire detruire nos Sauvages par les 

leurs,' was the constant plaint of the officials of Louisiana."}+ 

The Indien trade was for colonial Carolina its most 

important economic tool, but the paradoxical wasting of native 

facilities went on apace. In 1705 Governor Moore was accused 

of granting commissions to persons “to set upon, assault, Kill, 

distroy, smi take captive, »,Indians...."1* 

Mooney holds that about 1700 the first guns were introduced 

among the Cherokee, but this seams to be e most conservative 

insane, Ve We opscits p.85 

voleii pe 904 
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date.” ‘twenty years before they had joined forces with the 

Westo against the Guale, and the Westo were known to have 

firearms. Although Haywood's estimate of 1677 is based on a 

false premise it may be as close to the truth es the later 

date. * By 1715 half of the warriors of the Upper snd Middle 
Cherckee were estimeteG to have guns, Surely in any case by 

the last quarter of the seventeenth century the Cherokee 

trade with Carolina had provided them with horses, cattle, 

hogs, and rum, 2nd soon after gums were available. Perhaps 

by 1695 trade had achieved a degree of regularity. 

fhe following are a few indices of the extent and nature 

of trading practices during this period. In 1681 a permit 

was issued for the exportation of several "Seraquii" cisiiiiais 

captured by the Savannah Indians. Lawson tells us that in 

1709 only the grest men of the Piedmont tribes bought English 

coats and even these refused to wear breeches.” ‘The nearer 

settlements, however, indulged themselves in hats, shoes, 

stockings, breeches, end linen shirts. To a considerable 

extent the early diffusion of western traits took tis 

ideslized form of concentric spread from a central point. 

As trading factories came to be established in the back 

eountry this first pattern of diffusion wes broken down. By 

| By coney, Jamese 19th A.R- BeAcks Ped2 

i4zaywood, John. The Natural ond Aboriginsl History of 
Tennessee. p.237 

15Lewson, Johme History of North Carolina. ppel9l ff. 
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1717 there were factoties at Keowee and Cowee in the Lower 

fowns and shortly after at Tugaloo, a Lower Town, Quanasse 

in the Middle Towns, am@ Tellico in the Over-Hill regions. 

Trading practices do not always follow an ideal scheme as 

we can well imagine, and by 1716 the Indians were sufficiently 

good connoiseurs of spirits to complain about the watering of 

the rum. This having been brought before the commissioners 

at Charles Town, that august body decreed: “In the mixture 

with Rum, let there be a convenient proportion. LG 

By 1707 the Indien trade of Carolina was governmentally 

regulated, and by 1711 the spheres of influence were 

sufficiently extended so tiat Virginia ani South Carolina 

could quarrel over areas of control. 

The attempt of the Carolina colony to establish some direct 

contact with the tribes wes exemplified in the second decade 

of the eighteenth century by the appointment of an Indian 

agente For two hundred and fifty pounds per amum he was to 

live ten months smong the tribes, supervise trade, and act as 

a justice of the peace, a small claims court, district 

attorney, sheriff, supervisor of traders’ morals, council, 

counselor, and politician. 

On oceasion an almost plaintive note creeps into this early 

contacts Ina letter we fim an account of Cherokee women 

"..sWhOs..desr'd me to send that good Woman (for~so they 

styl'd her) (Queen Anne) a present from then viz a large 

Mew 
in Crane 

rece 
LD sioners, 11/1/1716. quoted 

“Opecite pe196 i 
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carpet made of Mulberry bark for herself to sit on and twelve 

small ones for her Counsellors,"+’ 

Another perspective of the Indian trade is the. following.” 

Charlies fown in the spring was the metropolis of the whole 

Southern Indian country. There were caravens of twerty or 

thirty horses; or silent files of Indian burdeners who sought 

out the warehouses of the merchants. In their offices Mr. 

Benjamin Godin, Mre John Bee, Mr. Samuel Bveleigh, and other 

promoters of the trade reckoned their profits from last year's 

ventures tc the Cherokee or the Talspoosa, Their shops were 

freshly stocked with English woolens in bright colors, strouds, 

@uffols, and all the baubles which would f411.the packs of ‘the 

traders on their return journeys. The Indian commissioners 

held frequent sessions, and trading licenses renewable each 

year were approved or rejected. 

In this southern trade more than in any other of the 

English colonies the Indian slave-trade was of commercial 

proportions, ani the distant tribes on the Florida and 

Louisiana frontiers suffered most.?? Por every slave taken 
perhaps three were Killed, and because they escaped with 

facility, exportation to New England or the West Indies was 

common. Indians Were poor workers in the fields though some 

1 orane, Vo We Ope cite. note p.103 

1 Biorgely after Crane opecit. Che¥ passim. 

note that extreme manifestations of the frontiers occur 
at the most critical areas where the emergency is most 
pressing and the contact with tse home area nost tenuous. For 
a more elaborate discussion of the problem of the frontier see 
CYjapter Three. 
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became skilled artisans, em wherees en Indien might bring 

twenty pounds, e Necro would be worth twice as much. 

Yearly trade fluctuated widely according to the vicissi- 

“tudes of the frontier. rouble with the Cherokee for instance 
wae recorded se « slump for 1728-1730. At first wampum and 

substitutes for crudely made netive articles comprised the 

traders" cargoes, "fhe Indien Trade’ sent out by the 

Proprietors in 1669 included glass besés, hetchets, hoes, 

adzes, ‘sigzard’, and ‘ten striped shirts’, the last as 

presents for chisfa. 

But soon the nature of the trade changed ss is evidenced by 

Pid CoLewing “List of priass for. barter with the Cherokee: ”° 

FE quantity 

Gun 1 
Pistol i 
Bullets 30 
Flints i2 
Hatchet 1 
Swora 1 
Knife 1 . 
Scissors i pair 

Axe &- 
Het (marrow) i 
Het (broad) 1 
Beads (strings) 2 

' $troads 1 yard 
Plains or heli-thicks 1 yard 
Duffel blenkets (white) 1 
Shirt 
Goat (broadcloth laced) 1 
Cost (half-thieks laced) i 
Petticoat (calico) i 

(11/ 6/16 
u 2 oe 

wh SOmeuoranare Sarre Sar Red girdle 

20¢rane, Vets Opecit. Appendix B p.332 from Journal 
he Indian Commission of South Carolina, July 24, 1716.Tu.v.) 
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Once a demand for merchandise not manufactured by the 

Indians was crested, cr the native industries had fallen into 

disuse, a threat to cut off the trade wes often sufficient to 

bring a recalcitrant tribe to terms, This was especially true 

when the Indians had been sipplied with arms and munitions, 

for early efforts to prevent tradé in those articles were 

defeated by policy and greed. 

Most of the nemes of theearly traders are lost. About a 

hundred are given in public records of service and misdemeanor 

before 1715 and another hundred from 1715-1752. Some 

wretches who owed debts in Charles fown were exiles for many 

years in the Indian country. Only the publication of 

moratoria could bring them out of the forest. 

A Cherokee burdener who carried a pack of thirty skins was 

paid “sectwo yaris of blew duffields...for their lebor and 

travel to Charles fown and home agein."*> AS always, the 

cheapest thing on the frontier was man power. 

Out from Savanah Town moved the traders into the Lower 

fowns of the Cherokees. ‘fTheir.trading goods of cloth, trinkets, 

and run were packed by Indians or horses. Most of their names 

are unknown largely because they were not a highly literate 

group. ‘ith an amazing degree of self assurance they struck 

out singly and in smsll parties, often ignorant of the 

1 a) CE ian Commissions of South Carolina, 
Hoverber ” NeVe 
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languages of the indigenes, slways in danger from some tribe 

on the warps the 

Phrough hundreds of miles of uncharted forest and over most 

a@ifficult terrain the trade in peltries was pursued. From 

their native wives the traders learned custom and language, 

amd more then one white broke the slender strands thet held 

him to the Coast and civilization. 

Allying themselves with the English, two hundred Cherokee 

from 1711 to 1713 assisted in the expulsion of their hereditary 

enemies, the cognate Tuscarora. 

At the conclusion of this affair the Indian tribes from 

Cape Fear to the Chattahoochee begen a series of assaults on 

the frontier which threatened the very existence of the colony. 

fhe blame for the trouble was leid upon treders who “hed been 

very abuseful to them of late", But shortly the settlers 

rallied, crushed the Yemusee, who had been exceedingly 

aggressive, polished off the minor coastal tribes, and soon 

those in the interior came to terms. 

. Accompanied by a trader a number of Cherokee chiefs went to 

Charles Town to sue for peace, and in the winter of 1715-16 

several hundred white troops made their headquarters among the 

Lewer Cherokee am negotiations were continued. The Cherokee 

were willing to aia the English against tribes other, than 

the Yamassee. 

fhe Upper Cherokee, however, apperently felt more secure, 

were loath to capitulate, and were resolved to continue warring 

agsinst the Creek. By such warfare they secured slaves ami 
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thus could buy guns end ammunition with which they could 

capture more slaves. At the moment, however, the Hnglish > 

wanted peace with the Creek, ami finally prevailed upon the 

Middle and Upper Towns te be satisfied with two hundred guns, 

ammunition, and « detachment of fifty white soldiers to assist 

them agsinst those tribes which were still at war with the 

English. Such a situation typifies the cross purposes that 

made 2 unifying of tribal or colonial policies impossible. 

However, a conscious attempt was made, am in i721 a 

conference to systematize Indien affairs was held by Governor 

Nicholson. Thirty-seven Cherokee tovms were represented, 

more than half the total number. Cne chief was made & supreme 

head of the mation {at Hicholsonm's suggestion), trading 

methods were regulated, and a boumdery was fixed. 

In 1721 Charleston became 2 crown Colony, and in the same 

year the first Cherokee cession was made. Poweil suggests 

that part of the land they surrendered belonged to the 

Congaree.” Bat thet is an unimportant matter. The precedent 

Was established which would be pursued out of utter necessity 

aitil in a century their whole dominion would be lost. 

Phis then was the apprenticeship period, the span of 

tentative contacts. Western economic and political influences 

hed become elements constantly to be reckoned with in the 

Cherokee way of life. A people with imperialistic visions of 

22powelljy' J. We 7th AsRe BeteBe ps78 
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some dimensions were busy realizing them, smd in the most 

unromantiec sense of the word the Cherokee were pawns. They 

were payms which were exploited, extirpated, or cajoled, 

eccormiing as they were looked upon as trade, barrier, or aily. 

A great need had arigen for the peopie to act more nearly 

as a politicel wmity than ever before, and with the repeated 

appointing of treaty commissions the Cherokee confederacy 

became welded more closely together. At first only the Lower 

fowns were concerned, but with the location of traders in the 

interior other sections were brought gradually into the 

sphere. Had they achieved the unity of the Iroquois one can 

only conjecture the influcnee they might have had on the 

history of the Southern colonies. 

Certsin material culture traits had been adopted because 

of their patent superiority. Weapons, metal tools, livestock, 

cloth, and rum were «11 more efficient than the native 

control over resources could provide. But especially in the 

case of these early intrusions adoption did not spell dis- 

placement. The old way persisted, snd mich that was new must 

be classed as luxury. The pelt of the deer increased in 

value, meats were relatively devalued. Men were to te 

concuered for goods rather than prestige. A rifle mddenly 

came to be valued higher than any other possession. 

But aside from the modifications we have aiggested the 

core of sustom and tradition at the basis of Cherokee life 

remained intact. The social organization remained unmodified, 

but there were busy days for the Skayasusta egwa, the high 
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priest of the Red organization. ‘White men were fathers of 

Cherokee children, but the Kinship system was matrilinesil, and 

there were mo claniess Cherokee. The ceremonial, recreative, 

and religious systems may h=ve been somewhst elaborated with 

new elements, but their integrity wes unchanged. So far the 

Cherokee knew only the tools and weapons, the traders end 

soldiers of Western civilization. Changes hed begun to take 

place, but they were selective and specialized. 
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Chapter III 

Impact and Retrest: 1721-1820's 

Toward the end of the Tentative Period which we have just 

discussed political influences upon the Cherokee began to 

assume their ultimste form of displacement. Although Indian 

trade was to play its part in colonial life for some yeers, 

its role wes progressively a smaller one. The motif had 

definitely and permanently chsnged to colonization. 

Yhe first cession in 1721 was mde at a time when trade 

was still important, end a large part of its purpose was to 

establish a boundary so thet the economic interdependence 

would not be disturbed. But soon, except as allies in war, 

the Indians were to become a liability and en obstacle, and 

all in ali white policy was dominated by the pattern of 

displacenent. 

But before we interpret the nature am import of dis- 

placement, let us turn our attention to some of the 

perticularities of acculturation, 
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At this time the conduct ond organization of Cherokee 

Social life was still dominated by the aboriginal pattorn. 

fhe system of law was characterized by the revenge motif 

rather than punishment in any strict seuse. Not for another 

two generations would the Cherokee achieve the 12554 of 

politico-social self-consciousness that would enable than 

to break down the customary rule of clan revenge. /Timberlake 

tells us thet he observed no punishment of any kind except 

for wind dey? And this tallies exactly with the reports of 

earlier observers. 

One of the distinctive features of Cherokee life which, 

we shall note later, survives even until today wes the role 

of cooperation. Both Mmberlake** and Schmeider?® spesk of 

the custom of making collections for the poor by letting 

warriors pay for advertising their valor. “"This} says 

fimberlake, “is touching vanity in a temdéer pert, and is an 

admirable method of making even imperfections conduce to the 

good of socisty." Actually it seems that participation in 

communistic enterprise was a privilege quite beyond the 

prestige that it entailed, and here we have the socislize- 

tion of eltruism that is rere in any society. We shall note 

below in the discussion of the burial and poor committees a 

rather direct manifestation of the surviving cooperative 

patterne 

injmberlake, Lieuts. He Memoirs p91 

Tapp. cit. 9222. 
1Dy4214ams, 5.9. Opecit. p.262 



o& 

goxdredt) to motteniaegto Bis fowbmop out onthe 

semott oa Lankpinode on? yo potantead [ite ew 

Kitten eguevet edt yd fekivetourats asw wal ‘to 

yeiltome sor Poh eeertee golnte yes mt do ceuhe tog 

to eetyods elt ovetidow eentoredD oft blow ewan 

mit ofdan bivow fai? msomm1o Loumou-ifles rg ’ ~ 

evalredut? «equeves aelo to oa yregotave edt revo 2 ‘ 

tosoxe Snka yrs To tgeecinka on perrendo ad fai 8 a 

to asxoget ot othint yltemes eclk tas att brea: “4 

,Motdn, atl posomei) Lo aesatack evitoaitels 

elon salt. aew gobhow Lites sews BoviyTs ingen 

xo svoqn “qostemtoe, bus etottedatt dod. 

satttas yi weg edt sok apodtoeltoo eatin to a 

oxda atte”. stolev stedt gabndtnpwes 20t | 

na ot Dove tor rehitet 4 ok ysinev gatstonod ar", 

ait of eoubhio Bmottocitegnt seve gutsian te, 

ak not taqiottxeg edt amoee tf piletee * xgote 

eat buoyed ating egetivivg & av vetseroine of 

-sstietoce ett ered 68 oxed ba sbotketao: tt va 

etus Iiads aW. «¥tivos yas at oss e fact slamthabe's 3 ae 

s geeatd tammo wed bre Latund ext to “nokuauoath oat : ok 

evit: ra@oos aibeteess old to so btatookiexa ‘ 
eee 



37 

We are fortunate to hayes in this period the descriptions 

of Timberlake, who, in the interests of the Hmglish Colonies, 

lived ag a military politician among the Cherokee for several 

years during the middle of the eizhteenth century. EZsarly 

reports are sisnificant both for their Goktnacezicen of the 

primitive culture and for insight into the type of influence 

and the quality of the representatives of western civilization 

who carried it. The discussion which immediately follows is 

essentially an annotation of the Senoawe of the ciscomfited 

put explicit lieutenant. Thus he saw the péople:? “the 

Cherokee are of middle stature, of an olive coloreee’ They 

are psinted and tattooed with canpowder « {Hote gunpowder.) 

Pheir hsir is shaved, "...tho' many of the old peopie have it 

plucked out..., except a patches..." The above, of course, 

refers to the roach commen among the scutheastern tribes, but 

We may notice thet even in this early period the trait was 

decaying from its aboriginal state in which plucking wes com- 

mon, to a modified shaving. This change mey in part, but 

probs bly not wholly, be attributed to better sheving tools. 

Other and more extreme forms of personal decoration such as 

slit and stretched ears and possibly nese piercing were still 

practiced. There is sane indication that this latter trait 

may have been a recent borrowing from the "Shawnese”. 

Personal adornment being a general human indulgence, we are 

not surprised to find that the native habit and Western 

contributions were highly miscible. 

ut 
berlake, Licut. He Memoirs pe75 
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They thet con sfford it wesr e coller of wempum 
which are beads cut out of clamshellis, a silver 
breest~plate, and bracelets on their orms and 
Wrists of the same metal, a bit of cloth over 
their private parts, a shirt of the Imglish mseke, 
a sort of cloth=boots, and mockasons, which are 
shoes of a meke peculiar to the Americans, 
ornamented with porcupine-quills; a large mantie 
- mateh-coat throwm over all compleats their dress 
at hom6.s..." 

At war, he tells us, they *...leave everything behind." 

Except for hair plucking, 

".s.ethe rest of their dress is now become very much 
the European..e. The old people still remember 

& praise the ancient days, before they were 
acquainted with the whites, when they had but little 
dress, except a bit of skin about their middles, 
mockasons, e mantle of buffalo skin for winter, and 
& lighter one of feathers for the summer... 

Thus early the feather closk head lost its place, but it is 

unlikely that the feather garment was worn other than 

ceremonisily, and if that is so its early loss is the more 

remarkable. How readily were native traits stripped off 

for "a shirt of English make". But even though an English 

shirt was esteemed, being a Europesn did not guarentee one 

prestige in Cherokee society. They were proud, we are 

informed, and despised the “Lower class of Burepeans*,* 

Timberlake explains the sexusl division of Cherokee labor 

on the grounds that their lend in” 

«e280 remarkably fertile, that the romen alone do ail 
the laborious tasks of agriculture {rsise) vast 

7 79 
vibte. Lieut. He Ope cite p.08 ff. 
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quantities of pease, beans, potatoes, cabbases, 
Indian corn, pumpions, melons, & tabaceo, not to 
en nal on of other vegetebles imported 

Before the errival of the Europeans, the natives 
were not so well provided, maize, melons, & 
tobacco being the only things they bestow (sic) 
culiure UpOte... ? 

fhis last is important, end from all indications, accurate. 

It shows a very fundamentsl1 shift in the native economy to 

4 attributed in part to the precept and influence of whites 

and in lesser part to the reduction of game. Guns increased 

hunting efficiency, but the development of the storage habit 

would prove a merked stimulus to agriculture.. 

Ginseng was building a commercizl reputation: “ees 

ginsamg, a root which never faiis curing the most inveterate 

venereal disease, which, however, they never had occasion 

for, for that distemper, before the arrival of the 7: 

A Cherokee arsnal of this time would contain guns, bows, 

darts, “sealpping knives end tommahawkes", the last, of 

Buropean manufacture, being in the hollow pipe mode.” But the 

use of the blowgun was restricted for,S"...birds, [PES a 

only by children, who at 8 or 10 years old, are very expert 

at killing with ea sar-bsacan...." Does this mean that at this 

early date the bdlowgun was losing caste? Our assumption does 

not seem wholly unfounded even though the “sar-bacan" was 

Stpia. 
Top, cit. pa7? 
Son. cit. pel 
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not a very formidable weapon at its best. Osnoes were made 

with Western metal tools imstesd of fire as formerly. 

As to the trend in live stook:? ™,,..Imdinas have now a 
numerous braed of horses...ehogs, but neither covs nor shoep.cce" 

Current visitors to the Cherokees will feel a kinship 

with Timberlake for the native manner of food preparation 

has porsisted to this aay. Cherokee cooking is the world's 

great monument to the powers of human digestion, but their 

many formmine for “the creen bile” reveal no acquired 

reaistance.*° 

After smoking, the eatables were produced.s..(such as 
Venison, bear, am buffalo; the last were soon to 
pess from the Alleghenies.)...3 tho! I cannot much 
commend their cookery, every thing being greatly 
over-done;: There ware likewise potatoes, pumpkins, 
homminy, boiled corn, beans, & peas, served in small 
flat baskets, made of split canes, which wore 
distributed amongst the crowds." (with water in 

“gnall goerds.") 

eoehat contributed greatly to render this feast 
diagusting, was eating without knives and forks, 
and aa’ Sbliged to grope from dish to dish in the 
darke er the feast there was, @ dances«ebut I 
retired. to “Or hapa te hothouse” «+«{where a) «es 
erowd of Indiatis..«came end sat on the bedside. se. 

Pimberlake was greeted at Settico (Citice) by three to 

four hundred painted Indians; six with eagle tails dancea’*” 

"Tid. p.72 

Oop scite pe 61 

llone osi where medicinel and cermonial steam baths were 
—— ATso an isolation building for persons under taboo. 

“op. cit. p65 
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«seSinging in concert with some drums of their ow 
make & those of the late unfortunste Capt Damere 
(Demere)...Cheuleh, the head man of the town, led 
the procession, inted blood-red, except his face, 
which wes half black, holding an old rusty broad- 
sword in his right hand, & eagie’s tail in his left. 

Again we note the mis@ibility of decorative traits: English 

and Indien drums, brosd-sword and eagle feathers, ganpowder 

tatoo and aboriginal paint, English shirts and deer skins, 

all were the same terms and apparently the same meanings in 

the Cherokee mind. 

fimberlake reports that pipe smoking was the mode, and a 

variety of stone and pottery models were in und "I was 

almost suffocated with the pipes presented me on every 

hand, which I dared not decline...about 170 or 180; which 

mede me so sick, that I could not stix for several hours." 

War parties were not large in this country. From Chicken's 

visit in 1725 we have the following: - 

We ellso are informed by ye Congarare that abought 
ye latter end of August ther weant out 50 of ye 
Cherrykees to soe agenst ye Coeakas ahd about 4 day 
journey down ye River (Tennessee River) meatt with 
severall Conowes (canoes) which they engaid: in ye 
fitte they killed 50 of ye Coeakees and 15 frinch 
men and toucke all their women ani cheldrern slaves 
with abondance of goods that ye frinch was going to 
Trade with all among theme 

fimberlake, for instance, speaks of a war party of thirty,” 

and.later tells us that one of one hundred sixty-five men 

l3on, cit. p.65 

14yilliams, Se Ce Harly Travels in the Tennessee Country p% 

15pimborlake, Lieut. He Memoirs p.il?7 
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was excessively Larges” Hence our assumption that the mass 

attacks by the whites were an unique thing in the native 

experience seems well founded. [It is not enough to say 

that they were equipped to carry on the new technique of 

battle. It seems fairly clear thet land occupation, mass 

ammiihilation, and mass warfare were much less common before 

the sdyent of the Christians. 

How let us turn to the more properly historical events. 

Displecement occurred with great rapidity, and the frontier 

moved forward well ahesd of land settlement. For _— then 

@ hundred years the history of Cherokee-White relationships 

is an account of ea series of wars, and the land gains in 

each were rationslized and legalized in a series of treaties, 

concilisations, reconciliations, and broken promises. 

These wars must have beon markedly disintegrating in their 

confusion of values and purposes, and it seems that an 

instability was initiated which has been cumulative in effect 

and which has hed a marked influence in the cultural adjust- 

ment.of the peoplee Frontier aden for instance, are not 

aborizinal mores on the one hand, nor those of the intruding 

culture an the other. They are emergency ways. If they mve 

left a stamp of disharmony on our highly elaborate social 

| pattern what could they have done to a more simply conceptual- 

ized worlds As the frontier moved back, the Cherokee moved 

on cit. PelZ20 
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with it. Constantly they were at the focus of impact, and 

the psychology of a people living under such circumstances 

must be essentially a shock psychology not unlike that of war. 

Actually, cf course, the Cherokee were at war, but for 

them it was war of anew kind, First of all, its magnitude 

was greater than anything they had known before; secondly, 

its technology was different and more effective, am their 

widely distributed Cherokee towns made them especially 

vulnerable to attack. The Cherokee had no adequately inte-~ 

grated political organization to meet the national 

emergency. Their economy was not suited to pursue such a 

war, but they were not a pacific people, and they fought as 

fiercely and as ruthlessly as their foe. But invariably and 

inevitebly the forces of civilization were victorious. 

Between 1721 end 1783 ten treaties were made with colonial 

territories, and tam cessions were made; and hetween 1785 and 

18355 twelve treaties were executed with the United States, 

and the Cherokee holdings east of the Mississippi were 

aathnentel,” It is interesting to notice that territarial 

absorption gathered momentum as time went on. Thirty-four 

years elapsed between the first and gecond cessions; thirteen 

between the second and third, and fom that time until the final 

removel no decade passed that did not see Cherokee land 

17 
Royce, Ce Ce Obes cite ppel3S1,378 
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further reduced, Betweon 1768 and 1777 seven treaties almost 

helved the original claims of the tribe. And treaty lines 

were dead lines.?9 

During tids period an item of some importance was that of 

Indian englevement and slave holdinz. Slavery was, to be sure, 

a part of the native mores; for in ancient times enslavement 

might be a punishment for a crime, the payment of a learned 

debt, the sale of a child in times of famine, a matter of 

parter between tribes, or a function of imprisonment in war. 

Among the Zastern tribes @t least the slave was regarded as 

a part of the family, and the whole section of the mores 

encompassing slavery, imprisonment, and adoption had Zew clear 

demareations within it. | 

Consequently when the Indians began to hold slaves, as they 

soon did with the progress of the sedentary way of life and 

also as numerous Negroes escaped into the hills, changes 

begam to occur in the definition of slavery and acquired. aoe 

of western significance, However, because red and black 

slaves mingled their blood, and because the ancient custom 

provided for their frequent, almost inevitable adoption, a 

new genetic factor was added to the slowly progressing 

miscegonations The Cherokee were not as great slave holders 

as some of the other tribes, such as the Creek. 

In the border warfare, however, slavery was a standard 

a 

18,5» aetaiis on Cherokee cessions see Royce, op. cit., 
especially Table p. 378 
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military technique. Lauber a, "Horth Carolina in the 

provisions made in 1760 for raising troops egainst then 

{the Cherckee) offered to anyone who took captive an eneny 

Indian the right to hold him asdave." Subsequent treaties 

which were designed to provide for the surrender of slaves 

on both sides were difficult to enforce and were a constant 

source of friction. / 

By the time of the Revolution Cherokee claims had narrowed 

sufficiently so that the trend toward a sedentary economy 

could be foreseen. Game was being reduced, and in the treaty 

of 1791 it was provided, in exten” 

sapiee’ oPearhcatt tise 2? ede iea Pae 
Sudsase, the Cited Staten willvtren time to tind 
furnish gratuitously the said nation with useful 
instruments of husbandry. 

At the end of the cighteenth century Hawkins reported tnet™ 

"in the agency, the wheel, the loom, and the plough is (sic) 

in pretty general use," end it may be added that slaves were 

helds 

‘However, a more intensive review of the intervening period 

is necessary. One notable phase of Cherokee history is their 

sympathy with the French, although nominally they were allied 

to the English. Timberlake explains this in effect on the 

Lreuber, Awe We Indian Slavery in Colonisl Times p.136 

20> oyce, CeCe Sth Ashe BeAsEs Soe “Freaty of July 2, 1791) 

2liawkins, Benjamin. Ms. noted in Mooney 19th A.Re BeAsSe 

pPe 82 . 83 
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grounds that Prench colonial policy was tampered with 

personal diplomecy; whereas, the “nglish were always careful 

to mike manifest their conviction that the Indians were 

omativen"s 

Meanwhile, the weaker coastal tribes, which et first acted 

ap cultural buffers, had become extinct. fhe Catawba hed 

been reduced to two hundred forty mem After dofeating the 

fuscerora in i7li, the Cherokee united with the Chickasaw 

to expel the Shawano from the Cumberland, Fifty years later 
the Cherckce-Chickassw friendship terminated in war end the 

defect of the Cherokees ‘The herditary war with the Creeks 

continued, occasiomlly interrupted by peace, or even alliance. 

Such mesallionée was typical of the confusion of the powerful 
tribes of the interior. 

The first missionary to establish hinself among the 

Cherokee was a Jesuit, Christian Priber, a linguist and 
scholar of some brilliemces, io missionary work hed been 

undertsken by the Carolina govermments prior to Priber's 

arrivel in 1756. As to thisdate of affairs one contemporery 

wrote, 

To the shame cf the Christie name, no peins have 
bem taken to convert them to Christienity; 

i the contrary, their morele are perverted «s 
corrupted by the sadsexample they daily have of 
its depreved professors residing in their towns. 

22tinboriske, Lieut. He Momoirs p.735f. 

a” 23 soted in Mooney, 19th AeRe Be Ae Be Peds 
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“Tw five yeers Priber Learned Cherokee, became ao strong 

inflmence in the tribe, drew up e model plan for a goverment, 

gna netunlly aseuned the role of “secretary to the emperor. 

Wie prostrench influence wee greatly fonred, and ‘he was 

goized by onelish traders and died in prison. A Cherokee 

aiotionary wes found in on mseript among hig pepere, ene its 

Loss ia probably the greutosat one thet studentea of the 

language and people have suffered, Adair thought that it 

nicht be found at Proderiea, bal, as he fonred oe ‘probably ada 

not have *eeetho good sortune te esespe the doopotiing honde 

of ‘nilitery power, 

Yo farther nisolonary work of any duration vas initiated 

until 1802 when a Morevian mission was ostablichods Shortly, 

howevor, it wes goer that the Cherokee wanted achools more than 

ghurchos, ona the misaion was given mix nonthe to organize a 

achool. This wes done, and a second micalon was opened in 1821. 

Both flourished until 1654, and loter the work was continued 

in the Chorakes Nation of the Jest, One Presbyterian ni aeon 

school was abandoned a dew yoars after ite founding in LBO4, 

" Givilisetion was pomitting ite omulative effects to be 
felts rum, religion, gattlio, guns, cloth, Bake in i736, 
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was frimtful. Sixteon years later the mumber of warrias 

was 2,590, half that recorded before the jestd.diie,”™ one 

writer quoted by Mooney places the loss at a thousand 

warriors, partly from smallpox end pertly from rune 

For our interest two sequels to the epidemic sre especially 

significant. Adair notes that hundreds of warriors committed 

suicide on beholding their frightful disfigurement, something 

exceedingly rare in the aboriginal state and unususl among 

the chewihenes Phere was an epidemic quality to this out- 

burst of suicide which may be traceable to sequelse of the 

disease, or to the heightened suggestibility of 2 group in 

times of disaster. In any case, the incident cannot simply 

be attributed to the despair of a narcissistic people. 

Quite as striking is the fact that the priests at such a 

shocking demonstration of the inadequacy of their arts threw 

away their sacred paraphenalis. Mooney states that the 

epidemic was regarded os a visitation, a penalty for violation 

of ancient oniinenees:” Be that as it may, the important thing 

is the fact that. a whole mode of behavior was for some years 

at least seriously shaken. It was much as if our present 

belief in our mechanical adequacy should be confronted by the 

25,dnir, James. ops cit. pe244 

26yooney, James. 19th Ask. BeAsE. p.36 

BV sacir, James. op.cit. pp.245ff. 

 28rooney, James. 19th A.R. BeAsZe 0.36 
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imexslicable stopping of every automobile. But we must note 

that the way of thought Was unchanged, that the epidemic was 

regarded as _ a visitation. Cherokee medicine, in any case, was 

a far toe vitel and elaborate institution, and it was to 

survive many shocks. At the end of the Civil Yar-another 

smallpox epidemic would take its toll abetted by the sane 

esncient treatment of the daily ‘coing to water'. The 

philosophy and practise of Cherokee medicine proved itself 

to be & vigorgous institution. 

The series of vicious crises continued. Beginning with a 

quarrel with frontiersmen over ranging horses in which a 

number of Cherokee were killed and the raping of an unguarded 

Indien village by lawless officers the frontier became in- 

flemed. In 1759 Governor Lyttleton demundied the execution of 

every Indian who had killed © white man in the skirmishes, 

and simulteneously the commander of the small garrison at 

Loudon demanded the surrender of twenty-four chiefs. Yar was 

declared by the governor in November, 1759; a peace party of 

thirty-two Cherokee was seized, imprisoned in Fort Prince 

George, and fourteen hundred troops moved toward the Cherokee 

 gountys Smallpox. broke out, and the troops withdrew. 

¥Yort Prince George was invested; the Indian hostages were 

butchered, and war began in earnest. In June, 1760 a force 

of sixteen hundred ma@m moved into the Lower Towns, utterly 

lisid waste each town, killed a hundred men, and drove the 

population into the mountains. The troops continued to the 

Middle an@ Upper Towns, end in en engsgement with the Cherokee 
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lost a hundred mon and were forced to retreat. Fort Loudon 

was eut off by the Indiens and surrendered, but when the 

Cherokee discovered that the terms of the surrender head been 

violated they pursued end retook the garrison, killing a 

numbere : 

fhe next yesr a force of twenty-six hundred defeated the 

Indisns, destroyed every one of the fifteen Middle Towms and 

pushed back the frontier seventy miles in a single month. 

Two years of such wastage had reduced the Cherokee to their 

direst extremity. Peace was compacted. The estimated 

popujation of five thousand warriors hed been reduced to 

twenty-three hundred. This period saw a great occupation of 

Cherokee lands, and a futiie attempt to find satisfactory 

boundaries. freaties were ex post facto instruments thst the 

Indians signed under protest and out of sheer necessity. 

Upon the opening of the Revolution the Indian tribes allied 

themselves with the British, for they represented the only 

protection against the encroachments of the settlers. Led by 

fories, equipped with British supplies end egged on by 

promises of reward, the Cherokee promised to be a difficult 

foes In the summer of 1776 after some minor engagements 

four expeditions of Americans totaling sixty-five hundred 

entered the Cherokee country at the sane/ time and dealt such 

severe destruction thet the Nation was paralyzed. Again in 

1780 and 1781 devastating reductions were made to stalemate 

any Indian advance. 

To discuss the technique of Indian fighting seans much like 

the pointless recounting of endless tales of impossible out- 
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rages The Whites adopted every barbarous practice of the 

Indians, invented a few refinements of their own, and placed 

bounties on scalps. Perhaps it is significant thet twenty 

years ieter a Cherokee woman was affected by what seems to 

have been a Brief functional mutism at the sight of a white 

man, and children who were familiar with tales of the invasion 

would run screaming. 

Such is the type of emergency under which the Cherokee 

lived so precariously for generations, and it seems important 

to notice that under that circumstance sia b Mizing and 

integrating social adjustments are hardly likely to take place. 

Instead of the dominant motif being an accomodative-accultura- 

tive process, Indian adjustments were attaapts to met the 

obliterationist attacks of an intruding culture. 

But we must not think simply that Cherokee culture met 

Western culture. Actually, when two cultures such as those 

with which we are concerned meet the changes that each 

umiergoes is not a matter of adjustment of culture to culture. 

Rather it is a development of an emergency system elaborated 

to meet s crisis situcetion. 

One might be satisfied to say that the frontier presents 

the intruding culture in a cruder am simpler, perhaps a more 

elementary form. Surely thet much is true, but it seams 

necessary to go further. The frontier is an especial 

product. It is not self=perpetucetive, and it has other aspects 

that may be classified as socisl abnormalities. Life on the 

frontier is generslly depreciated, em to a great extent the 

traits of frontier emergency resemble those of war. 
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The frénttersman is detached from his culture, ané@ from 

the inhibitions sand restrictions which it places on hin. 

Sex ratios are abnormal, and the value placed on "white" 

women is exorbitantly high, whereas, thet on the nstive 

women is relatively low. To be sure some traders and settlers 

took native wives, but they present 2 different problem, and 

eften in such cases it was the whites who were accultureted. 

fhe customary rapine of war pertias am the general imbalance 

of sex ratios on the frontier cannot be looked upon as 

salutary for the aborigines. 

Following the Revolution, the territorial coverment 

futilely tried to prevent invasion of the Indian country. 

But as always the frontier people ignored the prohibition; 

encroached on the territory; initieted skirmishes; reprisals 

were made; and eventually goverment support was enlisted 

for the completion of the forbidden enterprise. Repeatedly 

the breaking of treaty provisions by the whites culminated in 

further ecessions by the Indians. 

On the other hand, the Cherokee were now for all the 

depredations well supplied with horses, cattle, hogs, poultry, 

peach trees ani potatoes and bees. The nstive arts of 

pottery ani basketry were pursued, and the dress and housing 

were practically unchangeds~” Traders of mixed blood inter~ 

married, end an influential mixed blood population grew up. 

A few of the names will indicate the derivation of tie new 

#9 vewkins Ms. quoted by Mooney in 19th A.Re BeAeHe p82 
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nenbews 2 /Chere kee County: ‘Dougherty, Galpin, Adair, Hoss, 

Yann, Wetntosne? Through these mixed bloods = socdo=polit ieal 

gelf-consciousness begen to grow up which led ultimately to 

the emigration of the western bond, However, the liddle 
fowns, relatively isolated and with a smaller white popwiation 
were strongholds of conservetiam, and this is the group which 

resisted removal and with whom our Jeter discussion will be 

eoncerned. Sporadic drifting of bende across the Mississippi 

was probably e sign of disintegration pursusnt to displacement. 

_ Im 1610 the Cherokes ustione] council formally abolished 

the custom ofdlian revengee. This is interesting both as « sign 

of chenging mores snd as & signal of a remarkable cultursal 

awarenesise In this instance we hove an objectivising of 

eustom which is rere even in civilised cammuuities. A great 

eradesconce of creativity occurred at this time, resohing ite 
high peak with Sequoysh's invention which we shall treat 

datore— | i 

Jn .1627 the success of, the syliabary hed its culmination 
ag @ goree for social unigication in a constitutionsl 

convention which modeled a polities] instrument on that ef 

the United States. 

fhe following provigion is worthy of special nove. 

"Ministers: ‘of the gospel who by pg tel profession 
were dedi to the service of God and the care 
vod souls, end who ought not therefore to be 

Froveo, Ce Ce Opecite e575 
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diverted the great duty of their function, 
were, While engaged in such work, declared ineligible 
to the office of principal chief or to a seat in 

- either house of the general council. 

At this time American society was having a sudden blossoming 

of religious fervor. The provision went on: 

Any person denying the existence of a God or a 
future state of rewards and punishments was 
declared ineligibie to hold any office in the 
civil department of the nation. 

Embodied in this statement it seems we have a sign of the 

over-conceptualization which is likely when a psople become 

suddenly literate. Theres is a tone to this formulistic 

prescription thet can be found in their magical formulae, 

the seme faith in the efficacy cf recitation that obtains 

in the prescriptionsof the Swimmer Manuscript. 

fo generalize, two broad adjustmental situations were 

presented during the period of impact. One was exemplified 

by contact with Western Civilization more nearly in its 

normal and elaborated form; the frontier wes the other. 

Priber, the Moravian missions, the netional council, inter- 

marriage with white traders, ani the further introduction 

of civilized tools typify the former. 

Cultivation increased, horses snd hogs were en essential 

part of the native economy. Game became less plentiful, thus 

Spurring the sedentary movement. The buffalo passed from the 

Alleghenies. The mtive habit of decoration adopted with 

great avidity random elements from the intruding culture. 

Clothing practise continued to undergo its change toward the 
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Western type, and toward the end of the period we find looms 

being introduced, and Schmeider saying in 1783, "e-sesowing 

they use very fine slit sinews yet some of them use Needle 

and Thread." Certain trails were showing & regression 

such as the roach, the blowgun, work in stone and feathers. 

But other essential nuclei of native life were as vigorous 

as ever; the ball play with all its magical and ceremonial 

eppurtenances had preserved its integrity although “nettecawaw" 

faded efter Timberlake's visit. We must be on our guard 

ageinst ascribing such losses too readily and directly to 

accuiturative influences, although in the latter case we seem 

to be on safe grounds 

But to return, by far the dominant motif, was the frontier 

problem In it we find Western civilization represented in 

an anomalous form. We find the adjustments of both the 

indigenous and intruding groups to require culture compromises 

and special behaviorial attitudes which had no apprenticeship 

value for future erticul<tion and cultural reconeiliation. 

As a matter of fact, this frontier situation may be regarded 

as a blind track in the acculturative process which did more 

to hinder than help social accomodations. 

Essentially as in all emergencies a deculturization was 

going on in elements which did not directly bear upon the 

crisiss The behsvior of the competitors tended to approach 

thet of each other, and this is clearly showed in the manner 

S2 Williams, Ss Cs xerly trevels in the Tennessee Country 

Pe 258 
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of conducting the Indian wars. For the Cherokee especially 

who retreated with the border, the frontier crisis was 

difficult. Over a period of more than four generations they 

were the frontier, the very focus of impact. Again and again 

it was impect and retrest and at last~-flight. 
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Chepter IV 

Flight and Precarious Refuge 

Allithe treaties and concessions could do no more than 

postpone the inevitable debacle. In 1820 Agent Meigs 

suggested that the Cherokee no ionger needed government 

aid, that their land should be allotted, the surplus sold 

for their benefit, and they be made full citizens of the 

states in which they lived. Monroe approved the plan, but 

the recsicitrant States, Tennessee, North Carolina, and 

Georgia stood firm against governmentel wishes. 

Perenthetically let us glence behind the scenes of 

governmental process at a sample of the intrigue which 

- accompanied Indian negotiations and a sample of the type of 

individual who carried on the duties of mediation. The 

fellouins selections speak distinctly enough. 

ree Ammie Heloise. The Cherokee Negotistions pp.198f. 
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Letter from Return J. Meigs, Agent to John Floyd, 
October 1822. 

Under God they are the greatest obligation to the 
United States.«.eit the close of the revolutionary 
war they were & conquered people, and according to 
the laws of war & the laws of nations their country 
was forfeited to the conquerorSecs. 

If they are sincere in their desire for improvement, 
they will cheerfully comply with...«the President of 
the United States, who request and advises them to 
let them have a part of their redundant Iand for his 
white children of the State of Georgiaess.. 

2 
Newtown 2ith, October 1823 

My Friend 

Ian going to inform you a few lines as a friend. 
I want you to give me your opinion about the treaty 
whether the chiefs will be willing or not. If the 
chiefs feel willing to let the United States have the 
dand pert of it, I want you to lef me know. I will m 
make the United States give you two thousand dollars 
A McCoy the same and Charles Hicks $3000 for present, 
ané nobody shall know it, and if you think the land 
wouldent sole, I will be satisfied. If the land 
should be sold I will get you the amount before the 
treaty sign, and if you got any friend you want him 
to Receive it, they shall recd the same; nothing 
more to inform you'st present, I remain 

Your affectionate Fricnl 

Wmae MeIntosh 

John ecw” 
an answer return 

NeBe the whole amount is $12000, you cen divide 
among your friends. exclusive $7000, 

“abel, Amunie Heloise. Opecitse p.e220 

Sine Chief 
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the endorsement by Ross on the back of this 
letter...runs as follows: ‘Rec'd on the 23rd 
Oct, 1823...read and exposed in open Council 
ae the presence of Wm. McIntosh Oct 24th, 1825. 
ehoss 

lieigs to J. Cs. Calhom, November is22°” 

eeetheir goverument is en aristocracy consisting 
of about one hundred men called Chiefs and those 
Chiefs are controled (sic) by perhaps twenty 
spécuiating individuals. 

If they should persist in their resolution, "never 
again to dispose of one foot more of land'¥ the 
citizens of Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama, would 
probably hardly be restrained long, from taking 
possession of their respective claims. 

*See letter signed by Jno.Ross, head chiefs and 
others October 26, 1822 op cit ppe 202 f and 
inclosure dated October 23, 1822 pp. 203 f 

fhe United States are now giving their Children 
a lettered education. It may be a question whether 
these children will retain their acquirements after 
they have been turned back into Indian Society of 
10,000 souls only scattered over a wilderness of 
10,000,000 BCLOS eer 

Ironically enough, Georgia sent a letter to the President, 

censuring the government for having instructed the Indians 

in the arts of civilized life and having thereby imbued them 

with a desire to acquire property. Monroe replied that 

between 1802 and 1820 the government had extinguished Indian 

‘claims to 24,600 miles of Georgie land, more than three- 

* bel, Annie Heloise. Op. cit. De 220 

Sabel, Annie Heloise. ope cit. pe 200 f. 

Sse, Cite 
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fifths of the total Indien cleime” 
_.: In on attempt to oateblieh their position the Cherokee 

Hation in 22O made 1¢ » capitel offense for individuals te 

soll lend, curiously reinforcing the ancient custom of 

, Under ditferent circumstences, the impotent government 

Hight hove stood firm againet Georgia. Sut in 1828, the 

your Jockson was eleeted Preeidont, & second gold deponit 

was digcovered in the Chorakee counteye Bither ineldont 

Wes enough to seal tho doom of the Cherokees With Jackem, 

6 tvoutioregaen ond on Indien fighter, in offies Georgia 

passed onagt annoxing the Chorokes lend within hor limi ta. 

The territory was mapped out ond 0 lottery was held, exch 

White citizen receiving « tickets ‘sch hesd of a Cherokee 

household war indeed wllowed one bumired cixty cores, bat 

the lund was not deeded. Legidlation was passed which mde 

1% impossibie for on Indien to defend seisure of hia property, 

to, bring salt or teotizy againet « whites A voutract betwoen 

a2 white mn anion Indidem was imvelid unless sttested by 

twe whites, and this wag tantamount te omoolling 211 debts 

due Indisne by white womde S@ in ouch inter tices « speciol 

aiiegionce oath drove out or silenged old re 

Finally, the Chexekee vera forbidden te hold sritintie” 

Hiwerd Everett emi Senator Sprague spoke in the national 

TRoyoo, Ce Co th Ace BedeZe ppe®B~058, 241-42 

Gop, cit. 269664; Mooncy, ope cite ppsll7fts 
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Houses of Congress pointing out the dangers imhorent in the 

ects which permitted oxy crime to be committed ageinst on 
Indian providing s white men was not present whe would testify 
agsinet ite Tho prediction wos fulfilled, The Cherokee 
country was overrun with every sort of rabble the frontier 

afforded, and ageinst the crimes there waa no redreats 

Representetions to President Jackson cysiled nothings A 

euit of injunction brought by John ess ageinst GSoorgis was 

dismissed by the Supreme Court. A enit fer the release of 

the Kev. Yorcester, 5 ndestonary /the had een imprisoned by 

Georgian authorities bocause of Beis Cherckeo affiliations, 

eroup wae permitted, but was greeted with Jackson's 

@laesic romrk: “John Uershall hag msde hie decision, now 

det him outorce ite” A public fest of the Cherckee lietion 

Sleo availed nothing. 

A farther recitse1 of thie period of futility and frastra- 

tion seow to hove little to recomuemi ite The Getcils ore 

eommonly known. for our purposes it is more important to 

note the ettitudes toward removal. won though the m jority 

of the population wae bitterly opposed te remowd until the 

‘Yery ond there was on inereasing contiment in the mtion for 

removal ani auccessive bends dcliberstely eclved the 

probien by Tlighte 

There ic a tradition common to many of the tribes -hich 

recounts the renovel of part of the band to the fer fest at 

the firet coming of tho white mam ‘The story holds thet they 
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were in the early nineteenth century there at the foot of 

the Rockies living the old Cherokee life,” It was the hope 

of verifying this tradition which led Sequoya to take the 

journey which cost his life. As we can see, there was a 

precedent for the removal both in tradition and fact. 

But by far the majority of the population opposed the 

proposal of 1835 which provided for the removal and was 

railroaded through by bribing, intrigue, am every kind of 

oppression. Several of the leaders of the Removal faction 

were promptly assassi nested, 

Wot until stacked ballots and armed force Grove them from 

their last stronghold were the body of the nation herded and 

harried westward. The story of the Removal is well known to 

most.of us. It took an army of seven thousand to raove 

seventeen thousend disarmed Indians, ani it has been reported 

that four thousend Cherokee lost their lives during the 

hardships of the house” 

The writer knows of no student of society who ‘can 

weview this episode in Cherokee history without a sentiment 

of personal frustration which expresses itself in futile 

Pfage or.a sheer despair. ‘Perhaps this is the most satisfactory 

commentary on the event that ome can writee Rhetoric in such 

@ case is more presumptuous then appropriate. 

Snooney; Temes. 19th ARs BedeZe Noe 107, pp.391-392 

1055, cite ppkd0-385; Royee, Ce Ce Opecite ppe291-295 
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It is necessary simply for one to empathize the situation 

as best he cans @Re shock of deportation alone was a 

strikingly deculturizing event. The systems of Cherckee 

myth, tredition, religion, and medicine were elaborated from 

the ground on which they were derived, and without thet soil 

to nourish end sustain them they faded rapidly. More 

completely than a member of Western civilization can appreciate 

these people identified themselves with their country, ond a 

less of domain was a ioss of identity. 

looney says that the removal did more at = single stroke 

to obliterate Indian ideas then could have been accomplished 

by fifty years of slow development, and his estimate appeers 

to be conservetive. ‘In effect it was comparable to the 

removal of the Gopu or tabu which was the very keystone of 

Hawaiian enktures’ And no doubt the Emigretion had quite 

asp strenuous an effect on those who remsined behind as upon 

those who left. 

But the effect was less deculturizing than it was 

stercotyping. Those who remained were mostly mombers of the 

Kituhwa group from the Middle fowns. Throughout the history 

of white-Cherokee contact they were the isolated and 

conservative faction. A thousand or so of these hardiest 

conservatives fled into the Tennessee am North Carolina 

mountains where pursuit was practically impossible. 

Ttuenyd,: Be S.C. Culture Revolution in Hawaii 

: lie, Murdock, Ge Pe (Qur Primitive Contemporaries p17 
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White troops sent to take the fugitives despaired of 

capturing the elusive Indiesns who lived off the stingy 

offerings of nature. Through the influence of i. H. Thomas, 

& trader who had lived for more than twenty years in the 

region, a compromise was arrived st. Several Indians who 

head escaped the cordon by Killing a guard surrendered 

themselves, and the troops were withdrawn. 

The respite gave Thomas a chance legally to secure land 

for the bend, and it gave them an opportunity to recover 

from their experiences, In the next twenty years he 

managed to consolidate severel tracts of territory which 

today principsily comprise the junllea Boundary, the name 

being derived from his trading post. 

Lanman visited the Cherokee in 1848 and has this to igs 

“About three-fourths of the entire population can read in 

their own larigueage end though the majority of them understand 

English, a very few can spesk the language." He wes impressed 

‘by their practice of agriculture, the mechanital arts, and 

the high position of women in the community. ‘They were no 

longer it seems “...treated as slaves, but as equals...", 

the men laboring in the fields. According to his repart a 

fairly satisfactory adjustment to their snvironment had been 

made in a period of ten yeurs. 

13 

pel? 

Lanman, Charles. Letters from the Alleghany Mountains 
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There can be little doubt, on the other hand, that the 

level of control over their environment was lower, that it 

Was 6 more difficult environment as far as land quality was 

eoncerned. Furthermore, losses in both civilized and 

aboriginal forms are to be noted. If clan organization was 

shaken by the loss of masses of population, so wore western 

forms of political organization, If ancient equipment was 

destroyed $0, Was, civilizatory equipment. 

Although we are not interested in the fate of the Western 

Band per se, & cursory glance at this post-Removal situation 

may throw some of the experiences of the Eastern Bend in 

clearer relief. As we have remarked, several thousand 

Cherokees voluntarily moved westward to Arkansas and Oklahoma 

before 1838. They presented a spgarete interest group difficult 

to reconcile with the newcomers. This internal strife was 

something that the Jastern Bend did not find it necessary to 

undergo. Conciliation of a sort was effected among the 

westerners, but the Civil Yar saw a collapse of group 

solidarity, Cherokees fighting on both sides.in a series of 

struggles which laid waste their territory. 

 Beeause the Western Band had ration moneys they were made 

‘the object of the uulovely attentions of the profiteers who 

ravaged Indian territory, something that their brothers in 

the Smokies were spared. Furthermore, the Eastern Band did not un- 

dergo the turbulence of inter-tribal confusions which 

characterised the abominably administered verritory. 
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On the other hand, the Syllabary and its press were more 

important to the lewgac:. gromps In the East the Sylisbary 

was less a tool than a crystellizer of lore and a signal of 

conservatism. Western amalgatations with other tribes 

further destroyed the demarcations of group unites 

In summary contrast we may say that the Eastern Band wes 

permitted « regression to conservatiam because geographically 

am culturally it was a closed group for the better part of the 

nineteenth century, and in thet time stable culture forms 

hed an opportunity to stereotype end nj antitins 

In. the Civil War nearly four hundred of the Hastern Cherokee 

enlisted in the Confederate cause with which Thomas was in 

sympathy. Because of Thomas' plan they were used as scouts 

and home guerds in the mountain region. Mooney, who had an 

opportunity to confer with a number of officers and survivors, 

notes one instance of scalping. He writes of the recrudescence 

of the folkways perthdting to war as tittenns” 

The war, in fect, brought out all the lstent 
Indian in their naturee Before starting to the 
front every man consulted an oracle stone to 
learn whether or not he might hope to return in 
safety. The stert was celebrated with a grand 

. Old-time war dance at the town-house on the Soco, and 
the same dance wes repeated at frequent intervals 
thereafter, the Indians being ‘painted and feathered 
in good style’, Thomas himself frequently assisting 
as master of ceremonies. The ballplay, too, was not 

1416 it is not already too late, a profitable study avaits 
the investigator who would compare the divergent adjustments 
of the two groups. This writer hopes to have the opportunity 
to examine the possibility of making such an extension of the 
oblem, 

vases: 1iiooney, JAMES, opecit. p.170 



STOMA aig ss kh ia ah ak tik ta oA i a ab SI bo obs ll Yr 
y rt Ta “Sh. 1 i ’ { aA - B 

oven otow sere Die tedaeel ‘bald bine 
VesdAe inh ett delet ae at Lgmditg stom ti preee 

to Liiete « Sie eXOT te tamettnceyae a aed Looe Wf 

eedixt tedlte Ati enetratieg tans nyeies’ em 

scékatr qeoty to omdtiavraies dé Be 
as Brot reretgat oft tet pod yan ow teertade y 

tilentiq Mtaoey cextend: ma ifherxeanoe oF mb 

eit to dusg setted ot “8k qoerw bowel uw waw HF 4 

eure? rey ey elieete emne. Pads” ‘at! ‘pre visto dl 

™ setiatiy hurd ony tuediote of yt tea 
setorod) vimedesk ot Mo bowwand 902: Wises aaW LP 

wk Bem emg delta ot Ber. absres nee ott 

atnooy so hous eso gard) mete “em 

me Sod of YURI - MO lged MRadee ON ok rae 

<BTOVErINE hos HreGITie ho te@ovnt is mule tekece et | 

sonpoRahnrosy ent to astiny of «gud habe % conte 

ot raeWO LTO ha nw Oe varia troy 

tnotal galt ifn taro ‘Pitan 
as? of gyifame Grote? oad 

at anety efoako me sed Lg 
ok guten of ego, rg 
Bria 8 Aihtin beta med ic 

ame (OOOR. welt ne eT 
alivvopins tMtorperk do 

korect get bare Bode hig! pe 
watalags Yitneupett IMieetkk wewor 
Fir dow 002 \etkekine Bae Wowie 

ait i a 



69 

forgotten, and on one ocession « detachment of 
Cherokee, left to guard « bridge, beceme so 
engrossed in the exciting game as to narrowly 
escape capture by s sudden dash of Federals. 

A small nomber of Cherokee were induced to join the Union 

forces, and upon returning to gualle after the war the tribe 

‘was bitterly incensed, and the Unionists lived precsriously 

until memory of the incident faded. The Cherokee had no 

loyalty to the Confederate cause as such, but were induced 

#0 join through propagande contrery to the original wishes 

of Thomas, Wo doubt their main loyelty was to their friend 

and leader. There is, of course, & note of irony that the 

Cherokee should have shered Georgia's cause and should heve 

fought against the suthority which tried vainly to assist 

them. | 

| After the war smallpox broke out and as more than a 

hundred years before the ancient medical formula prescribing 

plunges in the stresms was followed with disastrous edi ves” 

More than one hufiired dicd. 

Shortly afterwards Colonel Thomas retired, and their 

affairs suffered severely as 2 result. léueh confusion 

surrounded the title to their lends, end even the Temple Survey 

in 1876 did not solve the difficulty which persists as s sore 

spot today. 

In 1875 an abortive attempt to start an agency was made. 

We Ce MeCapthy found the Indians destitute and discouraged. 

16ysae supra Chapter III 
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Few full bloods could speak iinglish, but nearly all could 

readvand write their own languages. This is an exemple of the 

manner in which the Cherokee clung to the cultural sppurten- 

ances belonging to thenis 

A Quaker mission snd school was founded in 1881. which 

survived for ten years, and after a few years government aid 

and gchools became a regular part of the reservation life. 

Physically the Qualle of the nineteenth century was very 

isolated. We can understond why the soldiers wearied in 

attempting to hunt down the Cherokee, and hew it was possible 

for the community to be almost completely encapsulated for 

three gonerstions. In 1875 a sovermment official was nearly 

two days teaching Ashville from netttdinel If minerals were 

found it was seid the Boundary's "remoteness...would be 

sufficient to reuder them comperatively valueless. The 

nearest rellroed is...forty miles..eover rugged mountain 

ror age"t8 Ané the official complained that there were no 

roadg practicable for wagons.” 

Gwenty yeers leter the nearest railroad was eighteen miles 

distant; today it is about cight miles away. But the extreme 

encapsulation was broken shortly after the turn of the 

century ag the government schools become well established. 

1 rastern Band of Cherokee Indians versus V7. He. Thomas et.al. 
55ra-Congs 2nd Session Hse Hx. Doc. lide 128 p42 

Boo.cit. p43 

JM ecinit. pais 
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Soon road improvements were mde, and thespatial ebstécle 

barriscrs shrank. By the second decade of this century the 

increased mobility of western culture mede a by-path across 

@ section of Qjusila which today has bocome a highvay. 

. Toward the end of the nineteenth century moccasins: were 

still used ond many stone pipes were ental But the former 

is now only in tourist stores, and the letter is rere. 

However, we are moving too fest. Let us sey for the nonce 

that post-Removal .uelilea wes an encapsulated area which was 

broken in upon carly in the twentieth century. 

The isolation had another aspect. the westward movenent 

of the frontier flooded around the edges of the Smokies, and 

it was a backwash of settlers who found their way into the 

neighborhood of gualia. Leny of thom were not the most able 

or stable pioneers but were defumet frontiermmen and 

exploiters who became discoureged with the difficulties of 

frontier lite. / 

A most, significant factor in the mking of « frontiersman 

is s compuisive drive to move on which is often derived fron 

feelings of socisl inferiority, chronic discontent, or actual 

failuree Admitting as we must that many incividusis of Line 

type comprise a frontier population, the fect remains thet it 

is a situction which attracts persons who wish for some 

reason cr other to flee from the society in which they live, 

20: segier; WeGs and Grosscup, B.eS. Hesrt of the Alleshanies 
Pp 56—42 
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persons, of borderline maladjustmuente In the isolated pockets 

such os quella one finds more than the normal quota of persons 

who might be classed as constitutionally inferior. This 

hecomes increasingly true es the more vital members move. out 

with the impoverishment of soil. Such are the representatives 

of Vestern civilization with whom the Western Cherokee hve 

lived most closely. Little did they have to contribute to 

the Cherokee way of life, for the whites were individuals who 

&6 2 group hed the flimsiest control over their own mviron~ 

ment and cultures . 

Before we go on to our final analytic study this historical 

interpretation sheuld be made. In dealing with a surviving 

conservative Kituhwa clement «t Qualla we ore not treating en 

indigerous culture which is typical of the highest and most 

elsborste aboriginel mode. Probebly never did the Middle 

fowns represent this. ‘There was represented rather a basic, 

6n elementary social «nd culture structure, and perhaps 

consequently a more herdy structure. 

Repeatedly as we have seen, the large population centers 

were destroyed. We can be certain that they held the most 

complex manifestations of Cherokee culture, «mi wit. the 

destruction of these centers several things seem to have 

occurred. First of all, there may have bem a general in- 

poverishment of folk ways for centers of population are 

glmost axiamatically the culture sources of a people. 

Secondly, a regression to se more conservative way of life 

would follow. Thirdly, the most stable culture forms would 
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tend to become stereotypes and petrify as they became of 

less functionel importance. Fourthly, a very specialized 

form of adjustment to the emergency would be elaborated 

which would have littie to contribute to the total long-tem 

integration of the people and would tend to eenkinne the 

ultimate achievement of a reintegration of the culture. 
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Chapter V 

Sequel 

In the southwest corner of North Caroline just south of 

the Great smoky Rational Park is the present residence of 

the Eestern Band.+ ‘The main body of the Band is at. Qualla 

with outlying tracts of a few hundreds of acres in trahem 

and Kurphy counties housing a scattered populstion. Qualla 

Boundary, sections of which sre still the subject of litiga- 

tion, has an area of iess than a hundred square miles, Over 

the lest four decades the land holding has shrunk, although 

the population has steadily increased. In 1900 the Hastern 

Cherokee residing under direct charge of the agent numbered 

fourteen hundred; today there are sbout twenty-two hundred. 

The total population of the Band is about thirty-three 

hundrede 

Their Deans status is, as it was in 1900, a confused matter. 

see Map. 
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They are wards of the sovernment, citizens of the United 

States, and 8 corporate body under North Carolina laws. 

Because the United States courts ruled texes could not be 

collected from the Band, the state officials, in reprisal, 

first barred Cherokee from registering, and today. 4h ecxindante 

against them in this respect, little to the concern of the 

Indians. 

Under their tribal constitution they are governed by a 

principal and assistant chief elected for a term of four 

years, with an executive council appointed by the chief. Six- 

teen councilors are elected, two from each township, * for 4 

term of two years. Principal 4 gure in the variegated legal, 

political, and socisl activities and intermediary between the 

Bend and the Government is the Superintendent. In 1936 the 

‘chief was Jarrett Blyth, the assistant chief Pred Bauer, and 

the Superintendent Dr. Harold M. Foght.’ 

The people support themselves by farming inadequate plots 

of land, most of which are unsuitable to cultivation or 

approaching exhaustion. At the present writing labor on 

public projects has considerably added to their snecmeny” and 

gome augment their meagre supplies by gleaning what the 

mountainside and forest have to offer. Living is approxi- 

mately at the subsistence level for the bulk of the population, 

and in the nature and method of control over their é@nvironnent 

2see Mape 

“vide infra 
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they closely resemble their white neighbors. 

This will be mide more explicit by the following from the 

tabulations based on a community survey of economic snd other 

eonditions executed in 1932 by ur. Roy Adams.* The following 

picture is probably a fair general estimate of income distribu- 

tions in four hundred families at that time: 

Low ($100 and less per family per annum) 240 

Intermediate (Between $100 and $500) 90 

High ($300 and above) 70 

\ Whey have practically none of the so-called modern conven- 

iences or urban necessities. Livestock is poor and scarce. 

Pish, nuts, and wild fruits are gathered haphazardly, but 

there is surprisingly littie storing. With many of them there 

is an aura of resignation, of manana, which is reflected in 

their manipulation of their physical environment, and indicates 

an acceptance of subsistence as the best likely economic 

achievenent=-which is the truth. 

However, in the years since 1953 government menipulati ons 

heve introduced a confusion factor into the economic complex 

in the guise of "relief funds". In 1936, $222,200.00 was dis- 

tributed among the reservation by various " government "yrojects:° 

IECYW, VPA, and IRW. Yet this sum was “consi@erabiy less" then 

4a4 16s of the Agency Ms. 

Spersonal information from the Superintendent. 
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in the previous year.” About eight hundred employablies could 

be found, and as a consequence, the income of most Indian 

families increased from one-third to twice its former amount. 

In response to this the standard of living hss readily climbed 

to meet the increment in incame, and there may hseve been some 

tendencey to neglect the usual ferming ectivities. The latter 

ease, however, is difficult to determine, =m in fairness it 

should be presented in 211 its provisionslity. 

But inevitebly the withdrawsl of relief funds will ceuse 

real herdship, and if, as has been suggested, the more stable 

adjustments are being neglected an exceedingly serious 

problem will eventucte. 

The Reservetion 

Reservation lize is by modern intention and policy an 

apprenticeship to iife in the larger community, although in 

earlier times reservations were maintained to keep the Indian 

in rather than to keep out the competition of another world. 

- Only if a people is different in some gross permanent fashion 

which makes it consfitutionslly unable to participate in the 

larger order is a permanent geographic isolation justified. 

fhe ideal of e fuil life in complete participation in the 

social order must not be lost sight of in Indian administration. 

Reservation life is ever in danger of becoming social incarcera- 

tion and cultural incapsulation. In its most realistic form 

Spersonal information from the Superintendent. 
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the reservetion can provide a buffer during the period of 

greatest dislocation end disorganization. 

In its less realistic form the reservation is a social and 

culture trap which perpetuates itself by self iovebtnn mal- 

adjustment. Symptomatic of this umreslism is the following 

quotetion from Indian Commissioner John Collier: ’ "Indians 

detached from their native life and thrown into our modern 

mechanized society, drop for the most part to the lowest social 

stratum, compicte misfits, while those living in their tradi- 

tional tribal environment attain spiritual and cultural hei ghts 

such es only tribsl Indians know." Surely no such gross alter- 

native as the former need occur, and equally surely no suth 

sentimentel euphoria as the letter can approach the hard 

actuality of Indian life. 

There is s great danger that reservation life shall be no 

apprenticeship st all, but that the Indian shell elaborate in 

response to its peculiar problems a special Kind of social ad- 

justment which will make even more difficult a finsl unshielded 

eonfronting of a world community. 

fhe reservation is the end product of the long history of 

manipulations that these people have suffered. 

The original obliterationist «attitude toward the Indian has 

changed to en equally eager though infinitely more well-inten- 

tioned preservationist attitude. The former survives in the 

Tone New York Times, Merch 13, 1937 
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antagonism of some few individuels who have something to gain 

by the Indian's loss, and a violent anti-Indien prejudice is 

apparent in the area surrounding the reservation. He is 

hated among other reasons for having free schools am hospitals. 

Poday the public notion of the Indien hes changed from that 

of the scalping savage. Rather, he is usually the noble red 

skin among the romantics, an@ an ignoble mottled skin among 

those who cell themselves realists. / 

fo some extent it seems present attitudes toward the 

Cherokes are tinged by the underlying heritage of guilt that 

all later Americans must feel, and especially is it a signifi- 

cant element in modern government policy. 

The attitude of the goverment toward the quality of being 

an Indian is a sociological event that belongs to what in this 

treatment has been ineptly called the culture confusion complex 

motif. It is this attitude coupled with the trinket-trophy- 

tourist trade and the romentic idealization of the Indian thet 

has given rise to an unusual creature who, unlike the leopard, 

lives by his spots alone. This cresture is the Professional 

Indian. 

Much of his exercise of native art and craft is for the 

benefit of the white man's interest, and the Cherokee's pocket- 

book. In search for the spéctacujar in order to satisfy the 

white man's idea of what an Indian ought to be, he has been 

drive, to the most outlandish manipuletions. He wears Sioux 

war bonnets, uses artificial dyes when natural ones are 

superior, builds Algonkian wig&ms, ami tries to make Pueblo 
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pottery and Navajo blankets and jewelry. 

Dance and bell-play teams vie with each other for the meagre 

(but not relatively) monetary reward following competitions 

and exhibitions. Cherokee can supply its quote of professional 

Indians of all kinds from simple show pieces for the edigica- 

tion of tourists to the most elaborate anthoritarian models 

for the edification of ethnologists. Such is the business that 

the Indian Affairs Office sponsors through its preservationist 

policy. 

The min present day agencies of influence are the govern= 

ment schools which have been increasingly important since the 

turn of the century, ana /83e Hath the improvements in rosd and 

facilities are adequate. Some attempt has been made in recent 

years to adjust the curriculum to the special needs of the 

individuals. However, as an element of importance fe 

acculturation the pedagogical institution is notably insignifi- 

eant, but from this time on with Qualla entirely “opened up” 

it will be excessively important. 

During the latter part of the nineteenth century schools were 

under mission control. Por the thirty years period after 1860 

the Rev. Evan Jones was the missionary of the Americm Baptist 

Bosrd. However, although mission influence has been without 

interruption until today, little progress has been mde in tle 

gathering of converted” 

Sy sae.infra Chapter VI, Section: “Religion and Mythology" 
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This is not difficult to understand. We have noted in the 

historical discussion that missions were long in caming to the 

Cherokee, end by the time they did arrive the people were too 

sophisticated to accept what did not appear to be of some 

pragmatic vaiue. White offerings were to be regarded with th 

most marked suspicion, and of pure prestige there was none. 

* Some of the most significant ani pertinent phases of the 

reservetion, and saae of the more important psychological 

patterns at the basis of the acculturation of the Cherokee 

will perhaps be indicated through some notes on the histawies 

of one or two distinctive personalities. 

Molly is a traditionalist, mid-wife, full blood, more than 

sixty years of agee Her sole visit outside of the reservation 

was the consequence of her killing a white man whom she dis- 

covered in the act of attacking a Cherokee girl. Her short 

imprisoument was spent in the state reformatory, end from it 

she returned directly to Jualla, where she has remained ever 

Since. Molly speaks of her prison experiences with a great 

deal of relish. She recounts the many services performed for 

her there as if they were honorable rewards for distinguished 

gpervice, which, indeed, they may have beens Molly will chow 

her false teeth given her by the prison officials as if they 

were a touching souvenir of a pleasant interlude. This is 

interesting bocause it indicates that littie stigma is 

attached to the penitentiary; that even the most meagre com- 

forts there are regarded as luxuries by many poverty stricken 

full bloods. 
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_» Another aspect of the Cherokee contact with the outside 

world is exemplified by the not unoccasional individuals who 

acquired some formal education beyond the reservation boundar- 

ies, worked in white comuunities for some time, and then 

perhaps aiter a period of years driféed or fled en to the 

protection of euslla. C's brother has been off the reservation 

for thirty years. Never do they heer from him. Never do they 

think he will come back: Among those who remain at least there 

is a curious expectance that the departed ones will never 

return, am little correspondence is indulged in between those 

who have been away for a number of years and those who remain 

hehbind. C himsslf was off the reservation for sixteen years 

and would have stayed, he asserts, if he were well. C, robust 

professionel Indian that he is, finds it necessary to rational- 

ize his return, which seems to be regarded and valued as a 

weaknesSe 

» @, now ea leading tradtionalist, lived for some years in the 

outside world, attended a government school, and, intellectually 

at least, must have been adequate to the outside community. 

Yet now we find him plumged more deeply in traditionalism (and 

this is significant) than before his sojourn among the whites. 

From these case notes, which sre not atypical, a symptom of 

the reservation individual's adjustment to the outside world 

is indicsted. Welh trained and adequate though these persons 

may + generally successiul as they may be in the outside 

world, a nostalgia, a fit of depression, a temporary defeat, 

presents to them the invariable alternsetive of a flight to 

their familiar, socidly protected reservation. lio doubt many 
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individuals return because they are inadequate to the outside 

ways, but it. ssems that most of them do so for some such 

fleeting reason as we have noted above. Once back, the shower 

tempo of the reservation, the easily mastered life means that 

no, second attempt to move outsice will be made. 

Of course, many do move off permanently, and no adeguate 

study has been made to determine their success. We may presume 

that measured by outside standards the success is grest as 

compared with that of their reservation tribesmen. 

Population 

Since 1890,when the institutional influences of the reserva- 

tion began to make themselves feit and the isolation of Qualla 

begen to be broken down, the population of both the Band @nd 

the reservation itself have steadily increased. In 1890 there 

Was a resident populstion of about 1500. According to th 

latest information, the following is the census for the Hastern 

Band of Cherokee for the period January, 1936 to December 31, 

1936:" 

Total enrollment o327 1749 1578 
Residing at this Juris. 2274 1207 41067 
Total deaths 30 20 10 
Deaths (for residents) 29 19 10 
fotal births 60 30 30 

Births (for residents) 58 29 29 

"nepwensd iniormetion from the Superintendent. 
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Vitel statistics for this type of population being highly 

_ undependable, we shall avoid any detsiled senalysis except to 

notice thet the increase has been steady and gradual, and 

that for some time now, with the exception of the “relief 

period", increase in population has generaljly been made at 

the danger of sscrificing the standard of living. The pre- 

ponderance of males over females which will be noted in the 

table seems to be typicalfor this population. 

Tabulating the incidence of Indian blood according to the 

band census, we find & marked bi-mod@l distribution which mey 

be represented thus: 

Table A 

"Pull-blood" group (iee. 4/4-3/4 of Indian blood 
inclusive 1,500 39.8% 

Intermediate group (Less then 3/4 and 
more than 1/4) 517 15.7 

Borderline group (Less than 1/4 trace of 
Indian blood) 1,450 44.5 

(fhis group, the "white Indians", is 
augumented by more than 100 whites 
known to be permanently resident, but 
not included.) 

Total Band wy | 
Whites 100 

In this band as a whole we are obviously dealing with two 

equally numerous end distinct populations: a nesar~Indian 

ani a near-‘ihite group, sandwiching a less numerous 

Intermediate group. 

However, let us examine the resident population of the band 
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which numbers sbout 2,200, In a rondom sample of 1,276 

residents of Quelle we find the following picture: 

Zable 3 

"Pulleblood"” group (4/4«3/4) 692 
Intermediate group (Less than 3/4 
el i. Ee soon set 216 
omerline group race 

Sauh Ronpaante Ti 

oH 

Although the bi-nodal mature of the distribution is still 

apperont, it hos become markedly reduced. the *FPull-blocd" 

group hos become much more signizicant, the “Borderlim" 

| group reletively such lees sos It ia eapecislly interesting 

and important for cur parposes te see thet it ie the tulle 

- blood who reteine his recidencse; it is the white Indian whe 

most frequently forsskee the reservations” 

The legel degree of Indien blood as fixed in the Bem charter 

from the Stete of North Cerolina is to be no less than onoe 

sixteenth. ‘There is no other bloodemembership restriction 

exeopt thet the chief and saseistant chief are required to be 

et least oneehali Cherokee. The present sesistant chief, it 

#0 happene, io lesa than that. 

Inbreeding ig both gonetic and cultural. In a etudy of 
802 Chorokeo merrixges we find thet 170 involved the mating of 

near fulleblootie with near fulle-blesis, while in only ten did 

10:n pass we may note thet becouse noneresident persons 
are often retained on the tribal rolis 1 after death, the 
Giserepancy between the, 30 MAtLeg wet tBAs is und lover. 
be somewhat emaller* 



Lite at noltad tats oy to atiten Laboue id 

*hookdafiaty* ectT Sooner ylbednos easced oul 9 

“qainatrod” eit Fiton EE betgbe axom damn ven 

gnasuote? td ULL aleoqaa: ei at abe Gent oar: wiowas 

oMiot Bet a TL oe tt eae oF ewer | a0 wt “ 

ortw Wadtel ofiiw oe et + penmabts07 Oke | 

” AOL EERO, aid an xiemod | 

tostel: Brot odd ak Death oe pookd sla ovet $e sermon | 

none aii gout ou e¢ Oo? of an borat iano %o 4 : = 

wohdospbodn Ghivredana-boold wedto on wf pry A: 

e¢ o¢ Soxkapet ove Reido tm tutaua ime 2etdo ons 4% 

th  Yalde tastetvea tuoueey out smortornect9 -£iteouo, 4 ; 

soa? shih ope wt gant 
tc ghego a al dirtnt ies bs orton: ates a 2 ya 90% 

bo gottinn ati Seveovnd Get Wale nae oF | pubs ombpted 
m9 rey ab 

‘ ‘ee 
al 

ree 

S oy 

> 

a é 

bib me? wie ek of tde pad seein anal 

snphtpownasc b prom oad 

> 



oy 

an ie 

— 

ae 



* if ye \ iv \ 
4 ; , ‘ aa : 

‘he AACE Vie eB ant 

, “4 y a) a RA 4 LA > & , " ~ / ae b 

' Che ca at 
. 

> 4 

ie . 

Important traditionlist 

and a family which moved 

in to "take care of him 

after his wife's death 







——— ll 

30. 

the full-blood marry a white. On the other hand, of 421 

marriages involving whites, but forty-four, réuthly ten per 

@ent were vith Cherokee of more then one-fourth Indiem blood; 

ninety per cent with one-fourth breeds or lees. Nore white 

men marry Cherokee then do ~hite women, bat they both prefer 

the white Indien. vhere ie « definite ten@ency for tir pire 

ateck to perpoturte iteolf, #né for the @Liated stéck to dtinte 

further, thue preserving the biemodad pattern, Of course, each 

loss of #n Indien in merrisge to « white is irreparable. and 

from the mecgre data avsileble it dices not appear to the writer 

thet the birth rate of fulleblood Cherokee is high encugh te 

@eneel losses in mxrriage. However, ae fer 2s sceulturetion 

ig concerned the data cited sre significant in shoring tht 

one of the factors directly correleted with survivals is itself 

g@urviving through a meohsniam of solidarity which is « further 

indicstion of its strength end ite origins 

/ me phase of reservation life probebiy of m greet signifi- 

‘gance but ct losst worthy of note is the increase 4m inter~ 

reservetionel travel end the srowth of an Indian self-conscicus- 

ness, perhaps correlated with tribel consciousness. The 

abesiute numbers of Indians on reservations not t cir own is 

emall, but tribslecultural boundaries are being crossed more 

and more frequently. 

At Cherokee the writer ast an Goe, a Ute, a Pueblo, a 

Hevejo=-Pueblo, two Sioux-Cherokee, two Creek, two Choctaw, a 

Catawba, a Nez Porce, a Crogan, end three Oklahoma Chorokee. 

Superficinl though it may seem, this matter deserves a searching 
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investigation, and even though it is largely the result of 

artificial and external influences, the American Indien as 

such is 4 growing nation in the mind of the American Indians 

In the above discussion we have seen that the reservation 

is genetically self perpetuative; that it tends to be 

psychologically so, and that it is in danger of being made 

institutionally so. Under such conditions it seems that we may 

justly fear the arrestation of normsl trends toward cultural 

change and the social encapsulation of the people. 
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Chepter VI 

The Deta and Processes of Acculturation 

Because of its far reaching importance as sn event making 

for socisl solidarity and as a penetrating influencesin 

several of the specific catagories to be discussed, we can 

probsbly begin this chapter with no more logical a section 

than a trestment of Sequoyah's syllabary. 

_, Perhaps the most significant event in Cherokee culture 

history, end one of the most remarkable linguistic achieve- 

nents of all time, was the invention of the alphabet by 

siwayie” variously known among the whites as George Gist, 

Cuest, or Guesse Gist was a mixed blood as were so many of 

the leading men of his time, but we are not able clearly to 

establish his parentage. 

Sikawayi's youth was spent amid the £urbulent Revolution. 

. eae 

Popularly spelled Sequoyah. 
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He was a hunter and fur trader and had some mechanical skill, 

especially in silver working. A hunting accident which per 

menently crippled him turned his attention to more sedentary 

activities, anc ths indirectly had a part in the creation of 

his syllabary. 

)» Although he was avere, as have been millions of other un- 

Aiterste men, that thought could be communicated, in writing, 

there seems to. be little doubt that his was an independent in- 

vention. He never attended school, kept his native religion, 

and did not lesrn to speak, read, or write English. 

Perhaps as early as 1809 his experiments began. His first 

attempts were pictographic, and for this there was some 

slight foundation in Cherokee culture,” However, it is inter- 

esting to note that after several years of experiment he 

started snew along the lines which ultimately led him to a 

syllabic analysis. Apparently ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny 

(if it does) in culture as well as in biology. 

In eurrendering the pictographic technique, he cast aside 

several years of experimant and the thousands of characters he 

had seratched out end started in anew to study the construction 

of the language. This time he discovered that sll the words 

were madé up of about a hundred syllables. By representirm 

initial "Ss" by a distinct character he reduced the necessary 

number from one hundred fifteen to eighty-five. Gallatin gays,” 

*wallery, Garrick. "Pictographs of the North American 
Indians." 4th AeRs AcBeBe Peo53 

| “ : the United 
store Geliatin, é 83 wecky apes ogfqtme Indians within the e 
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"It wanted but one step more and to have given a distinct 

character to each consonant to reduce the whole mumber to six- 

teen." 

Eech of the eighty-five syllables he represented by a separate 

symbol, taking thirty-five characters from an o1d English spell- 

ing book from which he picked capitals, lowerecase, italics, 

and figures, placing them right side up or upside down with no 

idea of their sound or significance. A dozen more he made by 

modifying the originals, and the rest he contrived apparently 

unaided. 

Mooney sayy,” 

In the various schemes of symbolic thought representation 
from the simple gisicerrpbars te the finished alphabet... 
our own system although not yet perfect stands at the 
head of the list, the result of three tiousami years of 
development by Egyptian, Phoenician, and Greek. Sikwayi's 
syllabary, the unaided work of an uneducated Indian 
reared amid semi=savace surroundings, stands second," 

_ Mooney's praise in this case is perhaps a bit too lavish, 

put linguistic knowledge and especially the increase of phonetic 

representation has advanced greatly in the past four decades, 

so that Mooney surely nesds no apologise for his statement. 

Olbrechts, Mooney's editor ani posthumous collaborator, hes 

several comments on the deficiencies of the syllabary.” 

4yooney, James. Myths of the Cherokees. pe 219 

Soiprechts, Franze Bulle 99 BeAekEe ppe4,5 
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in the Cherokee syllabary the system of the surd 
and sonant velars and dentals is very imperfectly 
worked out. As a result, the Cherokee thamselves 
are guite inconsistent in using the symbols for 
& kK andd, t. The matter is made more complicated 
by the actual existence of the so-called ‘intermedi ates’.. 

Although such phonetic phenomena as breath, stops, 
etes, are quite frequent in Cherokee linguistics, the 

‘gylliabary very imperfectly provides for the representa- 
tion of the former; the letter are disregarded 
completely. 

However, whatever its deficiencies, the Cherokee syllabary 

holds an unique plece in linguistic annals, as is shown by 

the dearth of even approximately similar examples. Mac- 

Michael reports that the Bubians of the Koroska and Mahan 

diatricts have a written language of Oriental effinity.: 

Delafoss states that the Vai, suspiciously close to the 

Liberian and Sierra«Leone frontiers, have a syllabic script 

a hundred years old; and the Bamoun of the Cameroon have used 

an ideographic system, since 1900, the invention of one N*joye,. 

king of the Foubam, / None of these, however, is in such 

sufficiently common use that Samples are easily obtainable. 

In 1621 twelve years after Sikwayi's studies began, the — 

syllabary was submitted to the tribe, and within a few months 

one of the most startling cultural revolutions of all time 

took plseee: the Cherokee became a literate peoples. One needed 

simply to learn the characters in oréer to be able to read at 

once. Shortly Sikwayi went west to introduce the new art to 

-Syerafosse; Maurice. The Negroes of jAfrice. PPe267-268 
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the Arkensss bend, end thereafter he esst his lot with the 

Western Cher ckee. 

- Immediately an active correspondence grew up between the 

emigrants in the west and the eastern division. Plans were 

made for a national press, librery, and museum, and although 

the realizetion did not equal the plens, type wes cast in 

1827, a paper sterted in 1828, and various works, principally 

religious, were printed. The sylilabary hed such 6 vitaliz- 

ing effect thet it is difficult now to imagine the people's 

ealtural survival without it. Traditionslists seized the 

Opportunity to record ancient rituels and occult literature, 

and two unique ethnological publications hsve been made of 

materiel collected from such seureeny” 

We can suspect thet the writing down did more than pre- 

Serve the lore. Indubitably it provided = new stability and 

tengibility to ritual which helped it compete with the in- 

trading religious ami scientific dectrines. Today at 

Cherokee there are at least two medicine men who tothe 

writer's knowledge are familiar with the Swimmer Manuscript 

ini print. This is a translation, and an interpretation of 

certain selected formulae from manuscripts secured by Mooney. 

All people who heve writing are provided with an integrat- 

ing core which susteins as well as preserves other culture 

traits. We can well believe that a cultural patriotism 

grew up as consequence of the invention, & new snd more 

"see section on Medicine. 
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elaborate ond more vital consciousness of kind. Parenthetic- 

ally it may be worth noting that Sikwayi's invention is an 

; indication of vigorous intellectual, ancixomments If the 

“notion is tenable that @ “cultural atmosphere" hss an effect 

on whet is produced in it, then we can infer thet the 

Cherokee country of the early nineteenth century was not a 

stupid places Surely after the invention was made public, it 

wes not. The nation turned itself to study the system until 

"in the course of « few months, without school or expense of 

time or money, the Cherdkee were able tc read and write in 

their own Language."® 

! Even with such impetus a lag of seven years occurred be~ 

fore printing with the new characters was begume The 

Cherokee Phoenix survived for six years until the animosity 

of the Georgia authorities terminated its existence, am 

dilegally imprisoned two whites, the Reverend S. A. Worcester, 

_@ missionary and sponsor of the paper, and gohn F. wheeler, 

@ printore | 

_ Its successor in the vest, the Cherokee i dyocate, first 

appeered in 1844 after a lepse of ten years. Printing sctivi+ 

tiegimeved westward with the migration, and Dr. ‘orcester 

continued to be a dominant figure. A variety of religious, 

pedagcogical, and legal works and tracts have been published, 

“pit the litereture is predoginately institutional in nature 

Se. Ce in Cherokee Phoenix; reprinted in Christim 
Advocate and Journsl, ptember 26, 1828 
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and there is no Sign thet opportunity was made for the publi- 

eation of individual creations except in the periodicals. 

Indeed, the lenguage as an agency for artistic production 

seems to have had little importance.” 

- More important for our purpose is the fact that the medicine 

men used the syllebary to record hundreds of formulae and 

bits of lore such ss the Swimmer Manuscript ¢ollecti on. 

“In his steys st Jualla in 1887 and 1688 Mooney was able to 

collect some six hundred séeantieg?” According to his accounts 

it seems that many were not in use, and we must not confuse 

physicel with functional preservation. However, the conclu- 

oie that the sylle bary was markedly preservative in its total 

effect om Cherokee lore and thought. 

There were two additional effects of less importance. 

Deliberate editing became possible in a fashion unknown before, 

and at Llesst one clear cut oceurrence is cited by Mooney .?+ 

In the Gahuni manuscript several Yuinweli formulas (to cause 

hatred between man sni wife) were destroyed in order to keep 

them from falling into the hend# of the younger generation. 

Spor farther deta on a Pa coats syliabary — 
Foster, George Se SejuoYah, 1885; Foster, George ie Stary 
of the Cher akee Bible, : and Foreman, Grant. The Five 
Civilized iribes, 1954 

10 coney, James. 7th AeRe Behele pe 3507 

— eit ® pell4 
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This, incidentally, is a commentary on the belief in the 

efficacy of the magical systems 

A less happy vulnerability is the danger of loss of large 

bodies of knowledge by destruction or removal by outside 

forces. Mooney, for instance, states that only a small 

portion of the formulas he collected were copied by the 

owners.” And they could not be restored, for the tradition 

of which they were a part was already fading, and the tradi- 

tionalists who possessed the store of information were dying 

off. The Syllabary arrived just in time to save Cherokee 

medicine for the ethnoloeists, and for the Cherokee for a few 

more years. 

It is further interesting in this connection that the 

principle surviving treditionalist is a person who was 

schooled in Cherokee lore by essisting in its transcription. 

fhe influence of the ethnolosists, however, in this respect 

as in others has not been wholly preservative. 

At first Mooney found difficulty securing manuscripts 

because the persons who held them protested that he would 

take the formulae to Washington, lock them up, 2m the 

Cherokee would no longer be able to use them,” This is an 

insight into the attitude of the people toward writing and 

the place of the formulae manuscripts in their thought. 

1255, cit. p.318 

By ooney, James. Sacred Formulss of the Cherokees p.31il 
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Because the formulae were given a spatial quality--on psper-- 

they suffered 211 the disadvantages of being reduced to space, 

and could be lost in space. Ironically enough as we have 

noted, the fears were justified. Mooney did take mony mem- 

scripts which were not copied, and did lock then wp in Yashe 

ington--where they were lost. 

Today at Cherokee the older full bloods msintain their 

Cherokee literacy. In 1936 for the first time an Indian 

language was teucht in the government schools when instruc- 

tion was given in the Cherokee syllabary by one of the chief 

treditionelists. The tribal records are kept in Cherokee as 

well es in English. Because of the uniqueness of its system 

of representation, Cherokee may be the last native languege 

of the United States to be reduced to the inglory of 

mutenesSe 

The Sikwayah syllabary is an example of a special adjust- 

ment arising in the processes of acculturation when genius 

is the mediator. 

Names aml Language 

Although it is not within the scope of this study to 

present an elaborate statement of linguistic cimnges, some 

brief notes may be pertinent illustrations. 

Perhaps the very first modifications in Cherokee naming 

was the result of contect with white traders. These were no 

doubt of two types: changes of pronunciation due to the 
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inability of the white tongue to cope with strange sounds, 

and actual translations and mistransletions of simpler nemes. 

At first this was unimportant, for Indians hed numerous names 

anyway, but as time went on there may heve been a preferred 

quality to the ‘white’ names, and the customery speed of name 

changing was slackened. 

More important, however, was the breaking down of matri- 

lineslity, and the adoption of some name attributed to the 

male parent. This is now the practise at Qualla, and has 

been for st least three generations. No doubt the intrusion 

of the patrilinear habit was a factor in the breakdown of the 

Glan, but it is also a sood index of the extent to which that 

breakdown had progressed. Some clan nemes were subsequently 

adopted both for personal and surnames. (¢.g. Ani djiskwa: 

djiskwa - Bird) 

As the resder will suspect the actual neme manipulations 

by whites which became preserved in Cherokee genealogy were 

occassionally rather charming. We ere not likely to do better 

for an expose of this than refer to Mooney's essay which well 

summarizes the main types of nsme er tcatinn 

Por instance, Chief Jarret Smith wes called by the Cherokee 

Tgslatihi, which is simply a transposition of Jarret plus the 

characteristic ending hi. It so happens, however, tt the 

name becomes meaningful, thus: MTsala-tihi, or Charley-killer. 

14, coneys James. © "Svolution in Cherokee Personal Names" 

Am. Anthrop. vol.eiij, no. &, 1889 (N.S.) 
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Lawyer Calhoun acquired his mame in this menner. He was 

ealled Ditiyalihi, which signifies quarreler or wrangler. 

When, however, he was registered, the translation of his 

name into the appropriste 'Lawyer' stumbled on the Cherokee 

ees 8 oe to pronounce 'r', so that legally he bs *Loya'. 

The Calhoun is apparently in compliment to some white man. 

_Many individuals have two sets of names such as James 

Blyth and Tiskwani (chestnut bread); ani Jeckson Blyth and 

Zseksini (product of Cherokee trying to pronounce Jackson). 

One more illustration will suffice. Will West Long was 

originsily Wilwesti, but in search of a ‘last', name he used 

a translation of his father's Gunahite | or Long. if 

Originally there were at lesst three Cherokee dislects, 

mutually intelligible to ther speakerse Of these, two sur- 

vive: the Western or Upper dislect is spoken by most of the 

Oklahoma Cherokee, and a few families in the Graham County 

settlement; the liiddle or Zituhwa dialect is the one now 

spoken at Quella. fhe astern dialect has been completely 

extinct so fer as is known since the turn of the century. 

The lack of any adequately elaborate linguistic study of 

Cherokee limits this treatment. Certain semasiological 

evolutions noted by Olbrechts depict the fashion in which 

acculturetive influences find their reflection in laueunge, 

Gadni*® has acquired the following accretions: arrow, to 

+ nrechts, PranZe Ope cite pell 
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bullet, to lead. Likewise ade lon has meant secd (7), bead, 

money, dollar. <XaiO Gwe k:t'i, locust tree, bow, gums 

Ritualistic lenguage effords many considerations not 

pertineat here. It is quite difficult to determine what 

changes ere due to accuiturative and what to the essentially 

archaic nature and obscurantistic quality of the rituel. One 

point, however, is worth noting. The Cherckee rituelistic 

worl ior sum has been used as a translation for "Creator" 

because it was elways regarded as an especially powerful 

spirit by the people. Hence, the root is now acquiring the 

meaning “to create", which was wholly foreign to its originel 

euntende?’ 

fwo word modifications which we can date are those for 

"book" and “to write". The ward signiting "paper", “book”, 

or “thet which has been written" refers to the formulae kept 

by the medicine men. Hence it is no older than the Syllabary. 

fhe generic “to write" is not much older than two hundred 

yearss Its originel signification was "to mark", especielly 

"So mark wood by burning designs on it", a technique still in 

the making of flet dtees?! 

Ledicine 

Mo@ern Cherokee are learning to submit to western medicine 

when unavoideble, appreciate the more spectacular surgical 

1Goiprechts, Pranze Ope Cite pe20 Hooney, James. Sacred 
Formulas of the Cherokees. p.340 

Wop cit. pel45 
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achievements, and throw away the pills when the physician 

is not looking. fhe duplicity of some of the full bloods 

in this respect is worthy of Emily Post's most involved 

formulae. Government medical service has improved notably, 

although it is still inadequate, and now the staffs are busy 

selling modern medicine. 

Success is largely dependent upon the personality of the 

field personnel, and Cherokee is fortunate at this writing 

in having an efficient and insightful field nurse who has 

done much to educate and reconeile the populstion to white 

medicine. Of course, for the population and area it serves 

a resident shystctan, four hospital nurses, and a field 

nurse are grossly inadequate. 

In direct competition with the white man's medicine is that 

of the native doctor. Wot only does he offer a different 

method of cure, but he is convinced thet white doctors wil- 

fully cause disease. In his own formulee are prescriptions 

that are designed to cause illness or death. But the white 

physician has the peculiar ability to cause epidemics. 
18 

Olbrechts cites the following case: 

foward the close of the Civil Yar two Cherokee were 
captured by the Union troops and kept prisoners of war. 
When, after the war, they were released they were 
called into a room and shown a red fish (swimming in a 
powl). After they hed looked st it the fish was put 
aWay.agein, They came back to where they lived, and 

18 
Olbrechts, Frenze Bulle 99 BeAeHe peod9 
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three or four days after they got home they becam 
feverish, and their whole body became covered with 
sores; they had smallpox. re 

In this case it is emphatically stated by present 
informants thet it was the men looking st the fish 
thet caused the disease ani thst it was purposely 
shown them by the white people to bring affliction 
and death on the two Cherokee and their people. 

Surely there is sufficient precedent in Cherokee history 

to establish cause for belief in white malevolence. ‘This 

fact has delayed adoptions we can be sure. The belief in 

white people as agents of disease was shared by many of the 

a i9 
Horth American Indian tribes. 

As to the body of Cherokee medical lore, which is still 

preserved by s few traditionalists, actual changes resulting 
20 

from the impact of white civilization have been few. There 

have been no changes of content through contact with western 

medicine, Modifications have been along the lines of 

simplification, the changing of the mandatory to the occasional 

or permissive, and in some cases a growth of skepticism. 

It was Mooney's opinion thet in the aboriginal state 

Cherokee medicine was controlled by a secret society with the 

initiatory and restrictive rites which usually obteined. The 

break down of the societies can be teken as the result of 

white contacts. 

19s nid 

Mon. cit. m75, 107 tf. 
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“Poday we have e number of specialists in various fields, 

and with the death of each one sn irreplaceable body af lore 

is forever lost. Of fiftem individuals who were Mooney's 

informants during*s 1887, but six are still alive, and all 

are nearing death. No new group has grown up to take their 

place. 

~ But the formulee are of remarkable purity. Mooney says, 

"“Herdly a dozen lines of the hundreds of formulae show a 

trace of the influence of the white men or his religion." 

As much officinal value is expected from the proper recitation 

of the formule 4s from the intrinsic value of the medicine. 

Actually the medicine is inefficacious. 

Although Mooney found that about twenty-five per cent of 

the botanical materic used by the tribe were listed in the 

United States Dispensatory for 1887, a modern phsrmecopeia 

would severely reduce this iadeaten” However, the methods of 

use indicates thet their actual (ieee Western) officinal 

qualities are not understood by the sages of the Smokies. 

Efficecy is hardly to be expected when a medicine designed to 

be taken internally is squirted on the patient's belly, or 

when the decoction should have been made of the root instead 

of the barke Similarly diets, induced vomiting, end isolation 

are concerned with taboo, and the ridding of “spoiled saliva", 

2lMooney, JameSe 7th ARs BsAoBe pe S509 

22, Gite PpPedz4 ff. 



FOr 

Sblettenotwey at eietishoees to todram 

o10L > abd Wiatdalodihaned das ld ta: Sp-siblelle 

e'yeiwot erey adv elardtyhikh metttt t0 

{hs bee qovkia Sicte ove xte tod ,V6BL | 

ried? efet of qu awow: ead quosg oan olf pr 

ee Yoo «Etiaey oidaitemet to exe oalmeok @ 

# wos o Lurerso% to eboutapsd elt te semel os 

" mole ies pis x0 2g stine ad? to comercial © 

roltaiioce: teqind ott host betveque eat ontay - 

totbox ost B enlev obemiyint oat ost 2a a z = 

savotoaufttont ai onkodiem @ 

to fags’ req oreteginews trode tad¢t basot coool 3 

eu) at betedt omew edtzt of3 yd boos otwetan tag ot 
Shayo oartu.dg reborn & ,%88L tot pros aanogn ta ; | 

to saoddom ov? .cevewoH ay mene eld? somber y ° DVO 

Lankotyio ‘(acedeet «0.t) Laptow atest? saat te 
shelter, at io efhse of? ¥d hooderebay tom = 

ot bemiveh eugotbem x Tauts setoeqxe of of bral s 

<0 stited a tnottary edt no fotuiupe at wiLonrot 

Seofant seoe eff 20 oben cred oven Dinods mod 

moitsloul Sue ,gattimoy beouhml .adpks vicabtate 

«"avties belkoqse” to aeibhix saz as O0das da be 

aie 

oe } 



108 

23 
rather than any medical theory justified on modern grounds, 

Cherokee medicine is not designed to cure the disease or 

allay the pain, but to remove the agent or to invoke an 

antagonistic agent. 

A rather significant example of the type of change which 

' pelief patterns undergo is noted in the following by 

Olbrechts: 4 

Whereas it appears from the more archaic data 
available that some dreams are the actual cause 
of many diseases, there is now in this very 
generation am evolution to be observed from 
dreamedisease-cause’; to 'dream=omen of disease’. 

'Pish dreems is a sign our appetite is going to 
be spoiled’, an informant told me. From the 
older texts, however, it appears that it is the 
very fact of dreaming of fish that causes the 
disease. 

Olbrecht's interpretation seems to be supported by the myth 

of the origin of disease end seiheheee 

Olbrecits notes that food introduced by whites is.exempted 

from the tdebury taboon connected with medical treatment, 

but whether shia Simply sn exemption or a signal that the 

whole food taboo system is close to death is mot quite clear. 

In any ease it is not at all surprising to see the permissive 

element beginning in a category of articles not expressly 

forbidden.in the aborigim form. 

“Solbrechts, Franée Opecit. pp.81-85 et passim 

Bay. cite pe 35 
2yooney, James. 19th AsRe BeActe NOed, ppe250 fi. 

26oiprechts, Frant.e Ops Cite pe65 



« a ra 
ad 

te _seneets vt aie oe tego on at 

datdy egaato. le agg? od? bo olgimme, taxotticate geld 

qd gudwetiod of? af Suton et oguehms enrettmy 

ado weal 9 eae ee Saamth et Brae 

A a TBO 
ot seis ky 9 ane 

ent go7x% 
ode Wh Eh duit 40 a. 

oid RoOBwAL oa a ‘aot 

diym ests we sa 2 oF BOOS HOks 

Tie ° | onto ive ban vancdks 50 4 

hedwrone ef cotinw xd Soom .nsre tid boot seat ston » 

tudmtect? Laotion atv Dodpbaime gooded we 

oit tedt Lormyke 46 10 moktqaexe ‘Re elomt ah gist * 

fo etkwp fen ef dtewh of esol Sl me taye ‘eodet 

evineiue odd be of pittatvoupa Efe ta fod et bait 

qlosetexe tou woloties tr ities @ WE 5p | eee 

art meee 
gaisasg te 86-Liyqq -fhoego | 

«ti O88 sqq ~b. OU «fivink gwa aver pote in dia Mi ti sinter 8 Fm 

Gag ote «ao ssa a ee F ae 



109 

The sweathouse, which also served ag an isolation house 

in cases of taboo, or had a counterpart for that purpose, 

has long since disappeared. Sweating which survived in a 

curtailed iorm until a generation ago has also passed, and 

its correlate, the "going to water", is-practised ‘but rarely 

and in certain specific connections. For instance, "zoing to 

weter" was an essential part of preperation for the ball-play. 

This writer has observed pre«game ceremonies in which the 

sticks were iumersed in the stream instead of the players. 

Patently we are dealing with magical prectices which are fast 

losing their compulsive quality. 

Por another illustration of this phase we can do no better 

than site OMbrechtay”” 

Although only the ball pleyers are now being . 
geratched by this instrament (a comblike device) 
there are good reasons to believe thet formerly 
it was also used in the treatment of certain 

. ailments, where now such objects as flint earrow- 
heads, briars, and laure] leaves...are used. 

Noreover, there seems to be a tendency nowadays 
for scarificetion to develop from a mythico- 
surgical operation as Mooney still found it 40 
years ago in (sic) a rite of a purely symbolic 
natures. In many instances I observed that not 

only no. 'gashes' were inflicted, but thet not 
even a particle of blood was drawn during the 
opera tions 

But it is to be noted that ball players are definitely 

scarified. 

Flop. cit. ps6d- 
b wig iat it 
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This tendency toward symbolic construction is neatly 

illustrated furthers’ 

eeeScarifying (in rheumatism and allied ailments) 
is done by means of a flint srrowhead, preferably 
oi the black variety. Old medicine men assert 
thst this is the only veriety that should be used, 
but as this kind of arrowheed is getting scarce 
there is a tendency to use any other kind. A still 
more curious shifting to a Mew position is shown in 
the custom which is rapidly gaining ground and 
according to which scratching is simply neglected, 
but an unvorked piece of flint (called by the same 
Cherokee neme ss the arrowhesd) is merely held 
against the sore joint, the forpyle for scratching 
being recited st the same time. 

Articles of white origin are not used in this ceremony, and 

there is no particuler reason why they should heve been 

introduced. 

But seme taboo systems outlive their meaning in Cherokee 

society as well ass others. Olbrechts was sble to glean an 

antique prescription associated with buffalo even though the 

buffalo passed from the Unakas before the memory of any 

30 
vying Cherokee. ~ diving | ya 
For medicinal purposes the verembie gourd dipper seems 

to be preferred to other kitchen utensils, end in th prepere- 

28 
Loce Cites 

29, 1though the general position presented in Olbrechts' 
“Gnterpretation is indubitably eccurate, there does seem to te 
an implied danger of interpreti Timitive systems on a too 
rigid basis. an must approach ging modes moat decorously 
and not charge them with a present chamge and = psst inflexi- 
bility. As Olbrechts knows very well, aboriginal ceremony is 
not necessarily explicit, and the change he describes may 
indeed. have good precedent) in ancient practise. 

500m. cit. pe66 } we 
*. 
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tion of herbs, stones are used in preference to hammers. One 

woulgd expect such a persistence of archaie utensils for 

parallels in other cultures are legion, bat surely these 

preferences refer to en underlying sense of appropristeness. 

There is nothing mandatory about them. 

‘fwo citations will suffice to illustrete how midwifery has 

been influenced by white edibates™ 

There is no doubt but the injunction that four 
‘women must be present (at delivery) is...to be 
explained by the respect which the Cherokee have 
for this number. It is interesting to note that 
they themselves have retionalized it; they allege 
thet it is an cfficial reguiation of the N.C. 
State suthorities, that the number cf female 
attendants should be four..e.s 

One or two...{of the parturient) positions ere 
undoubtedly acquired from the whites....eCutting 

>. the navel cord is now done with scissors. 

‘Thus we see that even though the nain body of Cherokee 

medical lore and formulge has been unmodified by white 

intrusion, numerous adjustments have occured in actual 

practise. The ‘mands tory quality of di rections hes lessened. 

AS each expert dies Cherokee medicine loses large areas of 

its data and becomes « much less adequate system am self- 

_ system. ‘ 
consistent, What is more, much of the prestige of the lore 

is personified in a few sages, end os they pass, and none 

stise to £411 their place, the prestige of the system is 

lessened. | 

Slop. cite ppel22,125,124 

* 
“ss! 
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fo the writer's knowledge no stteupt similer to the Swimmer 

Manuscript and the Sacred Formulas of the Cherokees has been 

made to collect formulae among the Western Band. In spite of 

the fact that the migrants were far more numerous than those 

who remined, such en attempt would be less fmuitiul even 

before the turn of the centurye fravel always involves the 

damger of loss of luggese, as so many of us know. Furthermore, 

the toll on the aged must have been even greater on the long 

hazardous trip than in the mountains. fTribsal wisdom is the 

property of the old. 

fhose in their mountain seclusion had a great impetus to 

eonserve what they had. lence the six or seven hundred 

formulae and the myths which Mooney collected from 1887 to 

1890 represent « more nearly complete compilation of Cherokee 

lore than we might at first assume. Particularly the former 

should be regarded "as of" 1850 or earlier, perhaps much 

earlier. Did the formulae aboriginally number many hundreds, 

perhaps thousands? We do not know. But we may guess tint 

not many more were available to any one medicine man than 

were available to A'yuni (Swimmer). 

Religion and Mythology 

It is impossible to make Clear cut distinctions in Cherokee 

lore. Religion shades off into tradition; folklore into sheer 

fiction: and medicine into religion with no demarcations along 

the ways The demarcations that are perceptible to us are 
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derived from our own culture, end if we do use them we must 

do it fally eware of the artifici-lity of the conceptusliza- 

The Cherokee had no “Great Spirit". Their religion was 

essentially x scotheiem in which certain glonents of hocesto= 

thelen survived, and the deification of the elements and crest 

powers were tdumbrated, Animal gods were most numerous, but 

the gods of the elements were most important. To the Cherokee 

the spiritual world wes a counterpert of this world, and his 

prayers were for temporal and tangible things. Whet is more, 

the prayers were directed to pantheon probably much in the 

guise of magiesi formulae. The body of the myths collected by 

Mooney provide a statement of aboriginal religion which no 

jeter waker can expect to duplicates 

» Ag we have noted, missionary inZluences were few and floeting. 

Fo doubt certain small modifications of vocabulary ami thought 

followed the gonerel contact with white civilization, but it 

seems clear that until very recent times little was takm fram 

Christianity; not perhaps until the founding of the missions 

and the invention of the syllaberye Fhen we find missionarios 

searching for e word for God and hitting upon Sun--line ‘lami hi- 

Apporticner; englogous in ae lenguage to using oon-Heasurer=” 

Probebly more specific modifications can be found in the 

native interpretations of Biblical literature then in Biblical 

32 aia. Be 340 
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influences on the native myth. Yor instance, Lanman notes 

thet the Genesis as recounted by an Indian preacher began with 

the Cherokee creation proviso: 

In the beginning of creation, the world wags covered 
with water. God spake the word am the dry land was 

made. But then..she next made the day and the night; 
also, the sum, moon, and sters. He then made all the 
beasts and birds and fishes in the world, and was much 
pleased. 

In recent years the Baptist Mission and Methodist influence 

have made some inroads, but only a quarter of the population 

of various desrees of blood are even nominally members. ‘The 

hold that these churches have upon their adherents is tenuous 

indeed, and several of the most influentisl lay preachers are 

elso traditionalists and medicine mens It is apparent that 

Christianity and the Cherokee "religion™ do not fill the same 

plece in the thinking of the people. 

On the other hand, even though furopean religion has failed 

to make inroads, the aboriginal religion will not survive. 

The passing of authoriterian traditionalists who could keep 

alive the body of myth and medicine lessens the prestige of 

the old idea. There is nothing to take its place,but 

unsystematized remmants of Christianity, of the superstition 

of their white neighbors, am of the old fedins memories of tie 

014 faith. In this case we are dealing with loss of culture 

traits, but not displacement. 

*SLanman, Cherles. Letters from the Alleghany Mountains 
pp.97 f£. : 
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Social Organization 

fhis section will be devoted largely to 4 discussion of 

the principles set forth in Gilbert's Hastern Cherokee Social 

Organisation. Approaching the matter from what he calls a 

functional enalysis, Gilbert discovers among the Cherokee of 
35 

today a: 

social cultures. utterly unlike that recorded for any 
other tribe of the Southeast and for that metter of 
North Americas, Only in far off Australia ae 
certain tribes of the Northeast do we find anything 
remotely resembling this type of preferential mating 
allied with kinship attitudes extended to whole clans. 

He goes wm 

It does not seem that any existing factors in 
Cherokee life are capable or explaining the entire 
meaning of this rather unusual development. 

Yet later, 

The age of the present day features are entirely 
unkhown and so far as our present knowledge reaches 
may be products of certain special conditions 
surrounding the smll inbred Cherokee communities 
during the nineteenth centurye.s. 

It seems that no existing factors are capable of explaining 

ean apperently contemporaneous phenomenon. 

Let us go on. Even though Gilbert says, and this is the 

proposition with which we are concerned,:°" 

“venuseript, 1932 

Son cit. pe280 

36 and 37 
Italics are mine. 
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The picture of the present day societ ives one 
the : mpression of a compact and eeucatte communi ty 

h sp ot. ar v. \ : — on : ior ” ¢£ % ense enpneas 

his. genersl thesis makes this descent of short duration. 

“Yet it is to be comparable in the peculiarities and 

wre te tritici 
Ss Zar as we know the Ugarinyin have elaborated over long 

periods these systems which ere so dependent upon a nice 

balsuce of reciprocal and preferential matingss Gilbert 

would have a people who had undergone a prolonged period of 

deculturization suddenly blossom forth with 2 most highly 

elaborate of cultural achievements. And in this the Cherokee 

Clan (an antique forma) becomes metemorphosed into "primarily 

the regulating agent of preferential mating anc the most 

important single manifestation of its structural basis.™” 

_, He makes it clear in this: oe 

9 

Phe pattern of the former culture is not strikingly 
different in its social aspects from that of the 
Creeks or other typicsl Southeastern tribes...the 

-»“'pPketure among the present day Cherokee is utterly 
»@ifferent from enything we would expect to find or at 

ave yet found among the Southeastern Indians. 

oF owe cit. p.76 
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Evidence for preferential marriage Gilbert classes unier 

two headings, direct evidence or statistical treatment of 

preference, and indirect or “overwhelming” evidence of kin- 

ship usages, 40 . 

However it is to be indicated that the statistical evidence 

of marriage preference is wholly indecisive; and kinship 

terms are not identieal with kinship usages. As an ethnograph- 

ie note it is interesting that reexamination of Gilbert's infor- 

mant revealed certain discrepancies which were verified by other 

authorities. “+ & 42 Kinship terms Gilbert does present, but 

their functionality he does not demonstrate. 

In his study of 321 families possessing 475 "*heafis" Gilbert 

falls into his first error, for the material should be treated 

by persons, i.e. “heads", whereas, he treats it by families. > 

Inwrder to sample such a large number of families (there are 

less than 500 on the reservetion) he would heve to make some 

inroads on the white Indian population which is clanless. 

NOop. cit. pp. 65,66. 

ML & 42ene statement, “I can joke with sister's children, 
however, since they are of my own clan.“ is false in theory, 
for ego (male) is gidud ji (mother's brother) and is to be res- 
pected. The statement, "I always joke with and tease my ungil~ 
isi and (grandchildren) seems to be a general misstate- 
ment. son's son...Z call ‘geidzoli'* is wrong, for the 
term refers to son's wife (i.e., daughter-in-law); the approp- 
riate term for son's son being unginisi. 

Mop. cit. p. 1s. 
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The Graham County group, among the most full blood and 

isolated of the populations, is predominantly "abnormal", 

twenty-one of the twenty-seven marriages being endogamous, and 

ne “normal” clanned marriages being noted! Yet in this area, 

report of clan affiliations would be more reliable than any- 

where else on the reservation. 

The writer's data present no such happy uniformity as 

Gilbert's and the degree of ignorance manifest by these 

individ@als (all full-bloods) indicates that Gilbert's 

statistics are based on doubtful data. * 

fhe few traditionalists who were at all acouainted with 

the classificatory termin®logy were inclined to regard the 

codes of respect, privileged joking and exogamy as antiquated 

ané defunctional. “That is the way it used to be, but the 

people today don't act that way any more.“ 

Only in the highest age groups do the individuals interviewed 

show any assurance in indicating the clan identities of members 

of their families, and the affiliations of more distant rela- 

tives ané close friends were rareky elicited. Far from being 

a kinship system in operation, the most elementary identifica- 

tions were made with difficulty and doubt. The information can 

be characterized as intellectualism rather than statement of a 

way of behaving. 

Uh see Table. 
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The declining store of elementary information as one 

moves toward the youmger groups is obvious and self-explana- 

tory. There is a tendency here for individuals to give 

English names for the clans. Patrilineslity is camplete and 

has been dominant for several generations. Functionally it 

cen be regarded as heving displaced the system of matri- 

lineality by clanse Actual cases of endogamy are difficult 

to establish in the younger brackets because the necessary 

data of identity are iacking. In the sixty year group, 

however, two endogamous marricsges were reported by ten in- 

formants; and curiously enough one individual reported he had 

merried endogamously when such was not the case! 

Some Numerical Indices of Clan Functionality 
Among Full Blood Cherokee 

Age AveClans Exog. Clan of Clan of Clan of Clan of Clan of 
Named (ay Pemale Mele ate first Ego 
{of 7) Corret Parent Parent filial 

Generation 

2 *s e s s 

Tibovel y 
70 6.5 0.90 00 00 00 1 0.90 

Le AMAL ote Lace Ph and 7) unde an. oe 

60's 6e2 0. 77 1.00 ; 0.92 0.92 0.80 0.92 
TIS) TIS) La) CLT ey Tay Sas 2 T 15) 

50s 4.9 0,80 0.90 0.80 1.00 0.75 1.00 

40's 3.5 0.40 0.80 Q60 0.50 0.33 0.80 

30's 2.3 0.60 0.70 0.40 0.58 0.44 0.70 

20%*s 1.00 0.10 0.20 0.20 0.12 0.14 0.30 

* Pigures below line in parenthesés indicate number of cases. 
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In seeking for an explemation of the divergencles in 

opinion between Gilbert ond this writer it seemed that Gilbert 

hed been led on the besis of cate drawn from too narrow e 

eoures to meke elaborate sociclogicel diagnoses. -Much of 

his evidence depends on secom hand deta, sppserently collected 

by commissioned persona,” The important concern for socicl 

orgenization lies in what the term moons to the gonerel and 

not whet academic interpretetion may be given it by an 

suthoriterian-=which hie chief informent undendiabiy ise In 

this Gilbert failed. Any “functione]” study that so for 

ignores en essential ethnologic technique oan only be regorded 

as interesting conjecture. 

Finelly, this writer's admittedly cursory survey show: that 

few individusle cen even meme all the clans, thot many do not 

know their owm clan effiliation, thet few know the clans of very 

lose relatives, that nono ore sufficiently informed to make 
Gilbert's system work. Furthermore, the simplest exogenic 

taboo is breaking damm, ani in enother generation or two clan 

demarcation and identity will be passe. Because the qpstem of 

preferential meting is based on kinship; because kinship is 

beeed on clanship; and becouse clanship ie a point of ignorance, 

Gilbert's argunent sees to be cast in the severest doubte 

45> rnonel information from Gilbert's chief informant. 
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Recreation 

Before the? advert cf the white man, one of the dominant 

life interests of the Cherokee lay in their games which were 

partly ceremoniel ani which were a most significant aspect af 

group soliaarities.~° Betting was an essential feature even 

of the ones not expressly designed for gambling. No ereat 

ceremony was compicte without its ball-play, and no ball-pley 

Was complete without the betting of huge stekes. # whole 

fortune, even a man's freedom, would be laid on the outcom of 

a single contest. Even today in the games that survive, the 

bets are relatively, if not absolutely, large, and tie 

fierceness with which the contests are pursued indicates thet 

the activities are very real elements in the conduct of life. 

Cne important athletic game which was general in the Séuth- 

east was Chungke (Bartram), or Nettecawaw (Timberlake), or 

Chenco (Lawson). It was 2 version of the hoop and pole game 

Which was widely varied but universes] north of Mexico. 

Fimberlake reports the game actually being played in 1762. 

- ".ee0ne bowls the round stone, vith one flat side, He says, 

& the other convex, on which the players all dart their poles 

after it, & the nearest counts according to the vicinity of the 

bowl to the marks on his pole.” Shortly, however, the game 

: 46500 Chapter I. 

47 
Pimberlake, Lieut. He Memoirs. p77 
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passed. The repidity of its demise may in part be attributed 

to the chenging of town sites attendant upon the advancing of 

the frontier. It was a game which required a large and rather 

carefully contrived arena which seems to have been provided 

for in the squares of the aboriginal villages of the Southeast. 

A kind of women's footbell game which sometimes was played 

petween the sexes has also long since passed. 

The Cherokee ball=play, however, which is one phase of the 

universal racket game, showed enough vigour to survive until 

this day, and it seems to have a secure place in the customs 

of the modern community. Most important is the fact that its 

survival hes had a pert in preserving a whole gestalt of 

ritualistic snd ceremonial appurtenances. One of the best 

preserved of dance forms is the bell game dance, Only in the 

pre-game rituel is sesrification carried out in an extreme 

fashion. Seratching once may have been an actual ordeal; 

today it is ceremonial, Although they are 211 prectised in a 

much diluted mamer, we still find associated with preparation 

for the ball play, scratching, conjuring, going to water, 

fasting, continence, and the post-game dance of celebration. 

No doubt tho game will outlest ell its attendant customs, but 

it has been a potent fector in lending artificial respiration 

to a whole body of lore. The axiom seems to present itself 

thet gestalten of lore will survive 1 r when they have as a 
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fhe dances are advisedly taken here as recreative rather 

then as ceremonial forms which they were aboriginally. That 

fact per se is 4 very significant item of change. To be sire, 

the recreative element was no small part of the ancient habit, 

but it was relatively subordinated to the system of seasonal 

celebrations. Cf the manifold dance forms which were once 

parts of continuous and elaborate ceremonial systems, only a 

dozen or more highly conventionalized dances are practised by 

a handful of ‘tenets 

In recent years a refertilization has taken place from one 

area, Big Cove Town, which has an important full-blood colony 

and an authoriterian traditionslist. Interest in other parts 

of the reservation has been revived, and at the present 

writing the competition to produce the ablest team is sharpened 

by the lure of monetary reward. At the yearly "Cherokee Fair", 

which is a combination of artificially contrived Indian 

pageantry and the honky-tonk of the small time carnival, dance 

teams from the various towns vie with each other in competi- 

tions. Mach time, the Big Cove authoritarian will insist 

{through a microphone) thet his dances are "real old-time 

Cherokee", and perhaps there is some slight justification for 

his insistence on a higher suthenticity. 

But separated from the meaningful context of the ceremonies 

of which they were parts, the dances have faded repidly, and 

487346 supra Chepters I and III. 
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have been distorted by the apparent assimilation of western 

dance forms. In the midst of a typical Cherokeean motif it is 

not uncommon to discover a gesture, a bow, or a parody of a 

bow which is patently a remmant of some precursor to the 

mountain white square dance, a minuet, a quadrille, a magzurka, 

a waltz. 

It is int erest ing to notice that the largest number of non- 

Cherokeean gestures seem to be found in dances which contain 

least of symbolic content, ami in the execution of which the 

demeanor of the perticipants appears joculer, playful, and 

careless. 

In addition to the dances which are performed generally 

(about eight), and those which are attempted occasionally 

(six or seven more), the nemes and a few characteristics of 

some half dozen others sre known to- a few persons. The only 

sign of a preservation of a ceremonial dance complex is 

evidenced in the "Green Corn Dance", which is, however, only 

the palest ghost of the harvest festival of a century ago. 

The square and round dences are participated in by some 

younger full~bloods as well as the white Indiens. The square 

dance team which represented Cherokee at 4 tournament had the 

following typical biood distribution among its femle members: 

one full-blood, three in the middle blooi group, andi four white 

Indians. 

Perhaps the most extreme example of the calture-confusion 

complex was witnessed in the fall of 1956. In the gymnasium 
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of the 

_ to the strains of "Melancholy Baby" being played too fast, 

while in another corner a vendor of "real old-time Cherokee" 

. 

boarding school a group of pupils were "round" dancing 

Wares was attempting to direct a group who were learning tle 

_Ball Game Dance. The situation can be appreciated by the 

= - reader, but not imagined, for th: Ball Game Dance was not 

meant to be danced to such a tempo, and gourd rattles were 

not designed to provide a rhythmic background for a gymnasium 

piano. 

aoa There is now no technique of investigating with eny satis- 

factory eertainty the chenges thet have occurred in Cherokee 

music due to white intrusion, but an excellent opportunity is 

available at Qualia fora properiy qualified person to study 

“the changes in Western songs which were introduced into 

Cherokee some decades ego, and have been translated into 

Cherokee. This observer offers the following naive notes as 

am dat cme of what seems to him to have taken place. 

_ Marked modifications have occurred in tiese songs in tone 

| harmony and melodic pattern. In part these may be attributed | 

to the necessities of translation or the demands of the 

Cherokee language, but other changes indicate that another 

musical habit is making itself felt. In the musical notations 

| wiented which are to be taken as types, only with the greatest 

provisionsality, we find a tendency to substitute fourths for 

seconds ani to modify time qualities of certain phrases. Not 

indicated is a most characteristic “slurring" which is observ- 

able in almost all the introduced music. 
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- AS We have noted above, the introduction of the more 

exciting beverages immediately {ound a plece in the Cherokee 

way of life. We may well say that this adoption was the most 

immediate and whole-hearted of all. Its role at-Qualla today 

is no different than that in any other Appalachian community. 

' Phe use of tobacco, of course, was an aboriginal trait, 

but in this area it was used characteristically in a stone, 

pottery, or wooden pipe. The surviving form is overshadowed 

by the use of snuff (for dipping purposes), chewing tobacco, 

and cigsrets. 

Culture Correlations 

. The relationship of the follewing study to the body of the 

thesis will be obvious, but it is inserted as a distinct unit 

because it represents an attempt to carry out a special 

technique. As such it may deserve a diserete place in this 

paper. 

Certain correlations were established between craft 

practices ani the degree of blood, the linguistic habit, end 

the geographical distribution of the participants. Four 

common crafts having been examined as to their indigenous or 

non-indigenous nsture, basket and bow making were regarded as 

aboriginal and continuous traits; whereas, pottery making md 

bead work are taken as mixed and discontinuous. 

The manufacture of baskets is an indigenous trait of some 
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importance. in addition to the use of baskets in the native 

homes and farms, there has been a market for them during 

recent years in the trinket-trophy tourist trade. Although 

basket making has been continuous, there has undoubtedly been 

a general levelling out in weaving technique and a simplifying 

of patterns. This is exemplified by the passing of the double 

weave technique, the most complex form practised by the people. 

It may also be noted that there has been aslight intrusion in 

the use of commercial dyes which, however, show no sign of 

displacing the domestic variety. In discussing decoration 

and design, Speck states that basketry is “the only industrial 

art which hes endured long enough among the Cherokee people 

to afford a parepentivesses*® Surely Cherokee basketry may 

be regarded as a reasonably pure indigenous trait. | 

_ Bow making is also an aboriginal industry. Although dis- 

placed for most practical purposes by the shotgun ani small 

calibre rifle, the bow has not quite falien into complete dis- 

use either es e tool or as 2 device for sport. Bow end arrow 

sales are of some economic importance to a few of the Cherokee. 

The original coil technique, common in the Southeest, con- 

tinues as the basis of mamfacture, but pottery making has 

been highly modified, and the pieces turned out by Cherokee 

potters today hsve no recognizable connection in design with 

erchaeclogice. specimens, which were characterized by paddle 

- Fe Ge "Decorative Art and Basketry of the Cherokee", 
Bulletin Subite Museum of Milwaukee. vol.eii. noe2, peb4 
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stamping. ost modern pots are poorly baked, unevenly 

colored, and unserviceable for danestic purposes. They are 

turned out simply as tourist lure. ‘Y%xception to this will 

be noted below. Within the past year an abortive attempt has 

been made to introduce casting. 

Bead work has no roots in Cherokee culture.” The practise 

mt no more common than anong neighboring whites, nor is there 

any noticesble difference in design or technique. 

Correlations with Degree of Indian Blood 

It will be noted in Table I below thet the two crafts 

characterized as indigenous, basket and bow making, are 

practised by persons who, according to the tribal rolls, have 

a high degree of Indian blood. (This source is fairly 

reliable although the amount of Indien blood is probably 

slightly less than indiceted in almost all cases. However, 

@s we are dealing with relative degrees the matter need not 

greatly concern us.) Craftsmen were included only if they had 

gome professional status as determined by commercial gains, 

quantity or quality of work, and reputation. The non-indigenous 

crafts, om the other hand, are engeged in by individuals with 

varying degrees of Indian blood, and it will be seen that the 

Ibid. 
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distributions for potters and bead workers approximate that 

for the tribe as a whole. 

Table I 

Degree of %Among #among 
nolan blood HKesicents ‘raft temen 

11 Bow 21 Basket 17 Potters 13 Bead 
Makers Makers Workers 

4/43 /% 54 90.9 (10) 90.5(19)  17-7(3)  30.8(4)" 

3/4-1/4 17 ‘9-56 2) 64.8(11)  30.8(%) 

* Numbers in parentheses indicate persons 

There are in addition several more direct points which 

reinforce the indicated corvelations. The double weave, an 

ancient and most complex technique of basket making, has 

survived so far as is known only in the practise of two women 

of full blood. One is teaching the craft to her daughter who 

igs more than seven-eighths Cherokee. 

Pottery making &s practised today bears little resemblance 

to the original habit. However, one old man still employs the 

antique decorative device of paddle stamping which is a 

@istinctive feature of the indigenous pottery. Again the 

surviving trait seems to be maintained only by a full blood. 

The two individuals on the reservation engaged in the 
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manufacture of blowguns, 4 eraft comparable to bow making, 

were both full bloods. 

Correlations with Linguistic Habit 

Most of these people speak some English, but the linguistic 

habit in the homes appears to be about evenly divided between 

Cherokee and English, with “nelish somewhat the more prevalent. 

Among the craftsmen the customery hosehold languages are as 

follows: 

fable II 

Oce tion Cherokee Habit gh Habit 

"Indigenous" Crafts 
Bow Makers 10 1 
Basket Makers 18 3 

"Non-Indigenous" Crafts 
Bead Yorkers 4 9 
Potters — 16 

*The one Cherokee-speaking household listed is the home 
of the individual using paddle stamping, Vide supra. 

Geographic Distributions 

Several generalizations may be made regarding the geographi- 

Cal distribution of the craftsmen. Those who practise the non- 

indigenous crafts tend to reside relatively close to the agency 

heedquarters end the center of population, and in places of 

highly mixed population. 
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The bow and basket mekers are more widely distributed in 

less accessible sections. In most cases they are in areas 

of tragitionalist and full blood population, although no 

Single section has s monopoly of sny craft. 

Conciusion 

It may be seen that the preservation of certain aboriginal 

material culture traits tends to be positively correlated with 

a high percentage of native blood, o native linguistic habit, 

and a degree of geographical isolation. On the strength of 

these data, even though some of the correlations are notably 

high, it seems to the writer thet in no case can we infer that 

given survivals occur because of a linguistic habit, a degree 

of blood, or a degree of geographical isolation. Rather, we 

must say that these ere factors which bear more then a 

fortuitous relationship to the survivel of matericl culture 

traitse The more nearly intact the context from which a given 

skill arose, the more likely is that trait to survive. + 

Essentially we need only point out that according to our data 

traits from the same matrix mutually reinforce each other, that 

language, blood, and isoletion ere most potent factors, and 

thet survivels are likely to be characterized by this mutual 

reinforcement of correlative traits. 

Sluowever, each given trait may be regarded as hsving a 
certain vitality;, which is peculiar to it, and, according to 
its viability, it may bear transplanting. 



®» =, ae 6 Lat J =“ 
¢ Sen ' } é a ' , ee Sik = =f a ye) Ge _\ ' 6 ¥, ‘| 

; ire Re Ne ‘ ue, 20 eed ; 

a: ¥ ; 

ab hedudivters Glestu. oxpm vied iiaatinsteiaii 
gague ui ets yout esmee doom al *BAQEPORS, 4 

on dypousle stotiefuadg boold Lint bore ‘eit 

ofieto ye 16 yloqomon «a mail 

snitgiveds abetren to mot evearad, edt teks ngoe. . . cam 

dhe kedaiewwn “lerseteoq o¢ of ahus? attant emeleay 

Pe fel ate oriian & ,boold evtien to dgete ot0g 

to ftanerte ‘ods so 60. et ES aLoel Leo tdqawyore to. ° 

uldaton ets emotteletroo eit ¥o" on & apes 6 weve 

tosit retnk ov med omen oat ih dost rot Pew os OF einomm 

souyeb so pttded obteisyndt « Io. pawaged <u000 4 Lavy we 

ow, NOdses emo kt ules & Leo Ldqemyody, Oo, sores. 9.9 - | 

) sas crow, “Yeed ‘Miniter aro Font one aoods 9 ry : 

ett Le Le ued oa Lo Lowivure ody ay qesienon ak | a 

norte 9 dotdty @oxt deoduop oat beh <“ vat even é 

18 ovawtng of ttoxt ohad ‘et helt quam odd. gomm 

giab rg of galbiogos tet tho émkor yisao hoes ow 7 

jasid .tscitu dose eguetatey pliawian xinden one, acy : 

bue ,oxotost tnetoq toon ere nottagonk ‘Ke 90 

Lavdva etdt Yd Seatrotomneds of we — os | 



135 

‘Methodologically, the comparative treatment of indigenous 

and non-indigenous traits in the study of survivals seems 

to present certain advantages. Some such comparative approach 

as the one suggested here may afford a relative objectivity 

which still does not ignore certain essential dynamic relation- 

Ships. Analogous studies on other groups, it seems, might 

provide a basis for analysis in which the constancy of certain 

elements might be evaluated and some insight siven into their 

aifferential significance, 

Further Correlations 

Continuing this line of discussion, it is interesting to 

note that the same context of bloodedness, isolation, and 

language appears to be significant in the preservation of 

non-material culture traits. Naturally linguistic habit and 

blocdedness are highly correlated, but Cherokee literacy is 

more closely correlated with Cherokee biced than is speech 

habits Ignorance of English is similarly correlated. 

Those individuals who are looked upon as euthorities in the 

traditional lore ere almost without exception full bloods. 

Those who represent their towns in the Cherokee bail play are 

full blocds, and if one should attend the native dance in any 

part of the reservation he would find the membership of the 

teams almost entirely composed of individwails with a high 

degree oi Cherokee blood. On the other ham, although some 
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younger full bloods do onjoy the "square" eni “round dances, 

the pertictpents tend to be a more nearly normel sample of 

the reservation or district, «nd the sponsors tre alwaye white 

Indians. : 

Material Culture Treite {s 

fhe materiel culture treit ie not in the best repute today 

with ethnolosists. There is a prevalent notion timt the 

artifact hea in the past attracted disproportionete attention-- 

to the neglect of other nore cignifieant and more profitable 

phases of investigation. Thet is not to be contested; yet it 

Was herdly the artifact’ fowlt thet it was bardened with 

guch attentions. ‘There seoms to be Little justification for 
modern &hnologists' making considerable fuss about ignoring 

the material culture trait, ond, therby it seems, put it in 

ite pleco, In euch wise the secondarily elaborated problems 

which heckle modern science are continued, fence the material 

oulture traite which seem to be typical signposts in our | 

proBllem will be discussed, In studies of acculturstion — 

eepeoielly they are date which afford s salutery tengibility, 

aslutery both to the investigetar and ‘the investigetion. 

weapons 

, For purely utilitarien purposes we my any that the bow and 

blowgun have been displeced by the rifle end shotgun in a 

process which began at the beginaing of the eighteenth contury. 
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But after more than two centuries the aboriginal weapons still 

survive. albeit in modified and decayed forms. ‘the type of 

bow has tended to change toward that of the "long" bow and has 

added two feet or so $0 its iength. Some of the-more commercial 

minded workmen ¢o so far as to import woods from other sections 

of the country. Stringing is, of course, now done with cord 

instead of sinew. 

The arrow, too, has undergone a change. Instead of the 

aboriginal feathering in which two feathers were twisted to 

provide "rifling", we find that the English style of three 

feathers has been adopted. ‘Tipping, of course, in no way 

resembles the primitive technique. Anciently, the Indians 

showed # most catholic taste in arrow heads, making them of 

bone, stone, or horn. In more recent times they have been 

made of metal «nd glass, and now empty cartridge cases are 

de rigeur. 

On the other hend, the pinch grip has persisted even though 

it is inferior to that used by modern archers. The Cherokee 

excel in hitting small targets ami engage little in "flight" 

shooting, and this we would expect from their cultural ancestry. 

Soak: Mheenenen has passed through & somewhat different process 

which has been characterized by decays It too lost its 

gunetional imports nee early, but in essential form it has 

remained the same nine foot-long, straightened piece of 

hollowed seasoned cane. But it is less straight, sand less 

poasoned. The blow-gun dart is unchanged as a blow-gun dart, 

but Arochuiealy interior, and string is used in fastening the 
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thistle wown. 

Instruments of the Dance 

Aboriginal musical instruments were rather strictly 

appurtenances of the dance. Of the flute, rattle and drun, 

only the first is completely lost. The terrapin shell and 

gourd rattle are in common use at all the dances; while the 

drum has fallen under the spell of the culture confusion com- 

Plex. Some drums are still made of a wooden shell with a 

skin Kena, but many are contrived of small casks, makeshift 

affairs indeed. 

‘On the other hand, the intrusion of western instruments 

has been slicht, largely beesuse of their expensiveness. 

Perhaps there are a iew dozen assorted instruments on the 

reservation, a Very few talking machines and less than a half 

degen radios 

les 4 Dress 

The finger weaving of the ancient Cherokee has long since 

been displeced by Suropean textiles and techniques. In three 

centuries three consecutive phases have appeared. At the 

beginning of the eighteenth century we find English cloth an 

important item in the Indian trade. At the beginning of the 

nineteenth century we find much Cherokee cloth being hand 

loomed of homespun thread. In the twentieth century the 

Cherokee is dependent on outside agencies for his raiment more 
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then ever before. Blue denim, simple print cloths, and 

kerchieis are the principal inadequate clothing of modern 

Cherokee, The moceassin and skin and feather dress has zone 

the way of wampum, breast plates, the scalp lock, and tattooing. 

On pseudo ceremonial occasions for tourist consumption Sioux 

Warbonnets decorated with ostrich plums provide the cultural 

Letig since the wealth of stone implements thet provideé the 

basis of anciant economy heve bowed ont before the advent of 

metale Shell and stones heve given avay to more efficient 

but not mich more comple tools, ‘fhe simple plough, the knife, 

the axe and such eecessories are the Cherdktee's prineipal allics 

in a desultory scrimmagine with nature. The wood corn nortar 

end pestle have surrived. 
‘Bore elaborete machinery is femilier but rerely used. A 

heniful of ‘¢he homes heve sewing machines, relics of same brief 

any of prosperity when lumbering exploited Qualls lsbor, and 

the uniform povert, precluded the owmmership of automobiles to 

ell but a very fev. However, the opening of negotiable roads 

hes extended the use ofttaxis' which ply between the Reserva- 

tion and the neighboring towns of Sylva ond Brysone”” 

iesdteatianemennecdi
niinamcnspasti 2 : ‘ : — wi 

52one observer has remrked that Age tile (68 miles distant) 
igs now nearer Cherokee, than Bryson City (15 miles from the 
Ageney) wae ten years —* This is discerning, but only partly 

true, for the Indian with his small income still goes on foot 

to the nearby towne. 
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Miscellany 

Pottery ani besketry still figure in Cherokee life and have 

been: treated in detail @bove, fhe former was greatly 

influenced by Catawba techniques, introduced by adopted persons 

from that tribe. In any case, it is a faded vestige of the 

eboriginal traite Basketry is more vigorous, although the most 

complex twilling technique is being lost. 

There is no remant of aboriginal housing, contemporary 

etxructares being of board or loge Tho sweathouse is also 

Work in wood, although it camot be termed per ge indigenous, 

hes a distinctively aboriginal flavor in spotse For instame, 

the production of masks for the dances and the scarification 

instruments ere still manufactured. One curious device which 

may be a survival is the occasional practise of carving balls 

in the frame of a walking sticks A similer trait was anciently 

used in the hondles of homming blades and perhaps head some 

ritualistic significances 

If the device is some such descendant we have an intriguing 

eope of a epecific rituclistic treat decaying into a pure and 

generalised decorations 

Briefly we note that in meterisl culture traits displacenent 

has teken place rather completely, especially in cases of 

markedly superior Western technology. It is not to be suggested 
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that acculturation is any deliberate, self-conscious matter 

of sorting emi selecting traits, but apparent superiorities 

Will have their effect in speeding adoption. Material 

survivals which sre evident are usually disjointed parts of 

elaborate complexes. 

Some Theoretical Considerations 

in the historico-ethnological treatment which has gor 

before, certain implications of generalization have no doubt 

been noted by the reader. It becomes our problem now to 

examine specific items of change which seem to be most 

significant, and to suggest to what extent generalized inter- 

pretations are valid both within the cultural space of our 

problem, and the conceptual space of acculturation as process. 

It is regrettable in the extreme that only now are studies 

in acculturation being made which in the future will bear 

comparative treatment. Thurnwald's work in Bast Africa and 

Mair's among the Baganda are two such, but the situation there 

end in our erea present more points of contrast than of 

similarity. Africa with its dense populations, its ready, 

almost eager acceptance of Vestern technology, its notion of 

wealth, and its deference to the power and prestige of the 

white is quite the converse of aboriginal Americas 

The Baganda country, for instence, with an elaborate system 

of foealty and political submission predisposes the people to 

an immediate acceptance of the inevitable, once white dominen ce 
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Ge eatebliched. Contract thet cith Indian America, ite 

Ziquidly mobile populations, the indepe! of ite tribes. 

The mture of population dietrivation® then, is wieniftesnt 

dm predisposing or deterring the mass seceptencte of intruders 

ent ivtrending forma, Sparse ond mobile populations lot us say 

PYequire more pointe of influence por espite than dense popula} 

Sione which heve elresdy aveliable s eyaten of diffusion 

within the Frou. 
 @orrelated with this is the foot thet « weekly otructarea 

politiesl ora dsstion many retard deliberate heseptence, ond 

emong the Cherokee thie Wea dertainly the ese, In some more 

table am highly intersrated systems, acoulturetion may proceed 

with clnoct literally on inatitutionslization of the accepted 

forma, something of thie sort sooma to be inferred by aae 

Writers as the dominant motif in 011 scculturstion, wha 

corte iniy it hee been of beldtsvedy eanll importance in 

aig North Amorioas | 
‘fF, Blele Parsons Clews in Mitle seems to be troubled by 

Gch o bine, For instones,™ *,.. now traits tend to be 

welcomed or readily borrowed if they ¢o not clash with pre- 

oxtet: t'traite, oy again if they heave something in camon 

#1th presexistent treite to take the edge off thelr unfamilior- 

itye" ced aunpecte thet tho resembleances which oun be noted 

at ‘Beleiddetenee, axe parody in the rom of post feeve 

, abi ne ' : ; 

 ChOwa, Nels ities pe 521 

ay 
. 



ere ee 2 er eS eS oe SCS | MOL, APP CEN Oe PR nk 4 See 
: hen Ate r Mee aia ae, ‘ 

Ricken setae ashe ta Saas ait 

peereenrretonpenroee nant | 

oubbetios te ‘sanutheoous ‘nial ot" pathatteded, * 4 
wi ab for ai0kteleyon oLAdom be renege soni, 9 

<ateyoa ened. gui potene woq cage ta xe ednuho a 
“por sohhe a rao Cae ‘atin atone vaewshe, await: 4 ' 

Sons tuarsen haciow F teat ia ast wt ida ai 

bas se0eesonoue atuigoe Dhl tread st he mo beschn av 

ethn ngod ME. “Yoibile adit aces deeds 

Soomeng ait auiks eabien iro * i err 
Bip fe 8 8, wits ‘his worbeo teat itp ‘al enone 

pen ad ‘Yotietad od 09 ition ‘Poe kdb. ee | 
aah wo hioniitnews bo we oat smitten o 
“wh a tuo bars ‘bi i" girder me Be 

wh Loignotd ot wt mdb nit 

ed Od ‘Ghul wbkend ‘out ne” i we 
went PR Homi ton of yolt BF iemorved ‘gileade mer 

rims w a2 yahhmeos atrmal hate ra sage . seen 
aunkileckie viol? Ye the eae ep alan oe athoxt th ree? 

hetun od win dodvw spon cfdomewe one Wott as i 

aun dng 30 pe ad 
* » 

"hate 1 o 
/ 8 

‘ ; 

Pe ne Y 

r t+) i 
¥ 2% f 7 “ ray! OX o x tes ‘ Se - ae. ) y 

if ; ae aS FF ge 28: Re LATER Pub tue kt a Ay ee awe 
oe he ein > 2 Bod ie Sd ahatle ee ra ees ee Y, Lea's ‘ Aas ? os ay bag 7 ia 4 iat 
Pip bs ee ed ae se ee ee Se op ie ee ee Fe ae ee ee a 6 ee SPEAR EMA.) le Cee oe Ey ro 



143 

justification, However, the important point is that traits 

are acquired much more subtly than by “welcome or “ready 

borrowing". fo indicate that Dr» Parsons probably means what 

she says, let us quote elsewhere:”* "In hispanicization what 

was imposed by the European was altered to fit old habits ani 

emotional attitudes. What was yoluntarily taken over was what 

was not incompatible with such habits or attitnten fi” iow 

even though a modification ond alteration of intruding {and 

intruded upon) treits are distinctive features of acculturation, 

it is rather clear thst an intellectual volition plays little 

part in the process beyond the rather special instances noted 

ghoveate Dre.Parsons is perhaps driven to sane such manipula- 

tions by her concept cf acculturation, which is concerned with?” 

"eeewhat the Indian culture took from the Spanish rather than 

with assimilation which is a reciprocal process and would in- 

clude condderation of what the early Spaniard took from the 

Indian in the development of both Spaniard end Indian into the 

modern Mexico." But this strangely emasculseted notion leaves 

us a meagre hypothesis upon which to try the very complex 

\ atiidonen of interaction and reciprocsal adjustment which have 

traditionally been the province of acculturation, and are in a 

sense the materia of Dr. Parson's own study. An acculturated 

Oe pecdte p.536 

_S®qtelics ere mine. 

56yy regard to Africa, for example. 

Mop.cit. ppexii, xiii 
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Indien people es distinguished from "...the development of 

both Spanish end Indian into the modern Mexican" hes all the 

substance of the Cheshire cat's grins 

Long before sociologists began merking out spheres of 

influence as nestly concentric ecological areas, Lewis H. 

Morgan was meKing a statement of the dynamic quality of the 

intrusion of the West which is tersely insightful:°” 

Civilization is egressiveseseean positive state of 
society, attacking every obstacle, overwhelming 
every lesser agency, and searching out and filling 
up every crevice, both in the moral sm physical 
world; while Indian life is an umarmed condition, a 
negative statees.eThe institutions of the red nen 
fix him to the soil with ea fragile and precsrious 
tenures..." 

It was perhaps more than eny one thing this "precarious 

tenure" which mde the early Indian vulnerable to his foe, 

which soon required him to depend upon his foe. The new 

economic notives compromised the Indian's self-sufficiency, 

required him to develop new techniques to fill newly induced 

needs and placed the opening wedge which was to permit the 

first body of accretions. These were, of course, principally 

in the guise of material culture traits. 

It is interesting that these influences which first 

succeeded in making inroads, end have been most thoroughly 

absorbed into the Cherokee wey of life are utterly useful ones. 

fhe gun, metal in the forms of various tools, clothing, 4 

Ber orcen, Lewis He. League of the Iroguois. voleII, p.108 
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sedentary way of life growing out of an agricultural economy, 

all are traits whose edoption could have been predicted with 

the utmost certainty. Of these several traits, however, only 

sedenterism holds the seeds which would require further 
modification of the organization of life. 

In adopting the gun, the Indian became dependent on Western 

technology, and simultancously his owm technology in the 

pareliel field begen to degenerates. In acquiring farming tools, 

and turning to a more sedentary economy, he became dependent 

upon the soil in s new and more direct fashion tin ever before, 

ami in that dependence many subtle changes were to be wrought 

in his way of-life. All this lay in the implications, but not 

necessarily in the content of the initial changes. 

» Much ado has been made over the importance of the prestige 

of the white men in inducing adoptions of his cultural goods 

by the Indians. This fact has probably been greatly over- 

rated, for there is every indication that the Indians were 

fairly discrimineting in their deference, although, to te sure, 

they were guilty of errors of judgment. Perhaps the only cul- 

ture changes which can be attributed to something like white 

prestige were those in the realm of devices of decoration such 

as the loss of the roach, tattooing, and the like. It is 

apparent that we can speak of "prestige" es a factor cnly in 

its relation to specific patterns. 

For Thurnwald acculturation starts out to be a learning 
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_ 6 
process. ? This, it seems, is a suggestive psychological 

conceptualization, if we include under "learning process" 

unlearning, forgetting, confusions, and *unconscious’ learning. 

Shortly we find him speaking of selection, rejection, ami 

transformation, sil as eeboetetey”? The trend toward adoption 

goes through three stages, rouchly: a preliminary withdrawal 

from the unaccustomed, a period of imitation, and finally a 

period of identification in which we find the primitive 

people “devouring” the civilizatory OD 

Such a metaphorical exercise does not in final judgment 

appear to be psychological at all. To be sure, “learning” 

can not be dispensed with in acculturation eny more than it 

ean in events of less scope, but Thurmvald"s discussion gives 

us a more illuminated understanding neither of acculturation 

nor of learning. 

In the body of the paper we have noted that the dislocations 

of the frontier life had a very specific influence on th 

acculturative process in that they shook aboriginal wayse 

Violent epidemics had a similar effect, but we discover that 

hort iy the Indian culture elaborates a rationalization to 

wentent itself. A smallpox epidemic which causes medicine mm 

to throw away their charms in resignation, is rationslized 

later as being the direct machinat ions of the whites. Conse- 

?onurnweld Richa rd. oe "Psychology of Acculturation" 
Am, Anths volEXXIV pa 
—— Cite pp. 564-66 

Slop.cit, pe563 
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quently we must emphasize the point that there is no neat 

unilineslity in acculturation as a process, but that an event 

which om one occasion would contribute to the breakdown of 

Indian mores, on another oceasion might account for an extremely 

conservative movement, and even a regression, 

The pattems of acculturation are, as we have pointed out in 

several instances, never uniform throughout the groupe 

Margaret Mead supports this TE a. 

eseupon the Antler reservation there are no such 
alignments between old and new, such es those between 
ome generation and another, pagan and Christisn... 
Indian speaking and non-Indian speeking...«.The impect 
of white civilization has been so prolonged, so badly 
and erore ts i }7 organized, from the standpoint of 
the missionizing and acculturating agencies, that 
there has been no consistent Antler response to white 
influence....There are grandmothers who have worn 
Perisigowns and granddsughters whe have yever worn 
anything except the drab school uniform.?29.,.tThere 
are men oi sixty with long hair who have been to New 
York and boys of twenty who can drive long eutomobiles, 
but who spe2k no Englishe There is a grandfather 
skeptic and a son who fears most actively the old 
religious societies. 

fhe situstion among the Cherokee is not so formidably con- 

fused as appears to be the case among the “Antlers”. To be 

sure, there are individuals who are strange storehouses of 

cultural contradictions, but by end large it is possible to 

isolate groups on the criteria of blood, linguistic habit, and 

geographical situation who would come close to representing 

62 cea, Margarete The Changing Culture of an Indian Tribe. 
p.206 

63 56 course, calico is quite as acculturated as Paris gowns. 
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"stages" if we should be inclined to view acculturation as a 

system of succession. 

from this approach we eb axtly find that it is not mecessary 

to trace the adoption or. loss of each individual © troit as a 

process of succession, but we ‘discover that survivals occur in 

and through gectaltenm The criteria, blood, lensuage, and 

geovgraphy, which we found could satisfactorily isolate culture 

groups, campose a gestalt which is apparently quite stable and 

Significant. What other writers might call a “resistance to 

change” is exemplified in the psychological intactness of form 

such as nyth and medicine which seen Anvulneredle to items 

from a different psychological Spaces 

Particularly vigorous culture traits also act as cores 

around which constellations of accessory and appurtenant traits 

arrey themselves, We noted, for instance, the effectiveness 

of ‘the ballepley in preserving in a relatively ancient form 

8 “number of ritualistic and ceremonial practices which in other 

connections had degenoratod padly. YThe Syllabary similarly is 

eit example of this principle. mi elaborate gestalt af 

traits will survive much longer beceuse of the vigour of the 

seliont core around which they are organized. 

rraits do not survive in isolation in any case, Always 

there mast be a role, and a role as a part of a larger system, 

but the relatively sols ted trait, the trait vereit : of its 

central core will fade rapidly. 

_ There are certain gross dangers involved in Wissler's theory 
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of "contagion" which is expressed a3 follows: &* 

And there is a strong case for the universality of 
diffusion; in fact, a trait of culture is about as 
contagious «s the méasles. Once a tribal croup 
brings out a new trait, its neighbors seem to get it 
too, and then their neighbors, and so on, for there 
are not wanting indications that the contagion is 
involuntary, or beyond the power of the croup to 
prevente Anyway, traits do spread outward, as we 
have shown in a previous chapter, for dropping a new 

trait into a tribal culture, like a pebble on the 
smooth surface of a pool, sends outward circle after 
Circles 

The fact is that in our observations such ideal diffusions 

eceur neither in linear, temporal, or cultural space. As Dr. 

Elivwood has trenchently enoush remarked, “Any theory of the 

contagion of culture must have as its correlary an hypothesis 

of culturel immunity." Diffusion by contiguity occurs often 

enouch, but the neat concentric bands relate only a part of 

the story. The cultural pool is not smooth, and traits do not 

heve the atomistic quality of pebbles. At least, such are the 

findings of this study. 

It may be worth noting parenthetically that acculturation 

may be quite opportunistic in its operetion. Not only is it 

possible for native and Western traits te form functioning 

systems, but traits show a capacity of high miscibility in 

regard to details. Stecl rivets on ball sticks may seem 

aesthetically incongruous; they are also mechenically adequate. 

Western dance influences show no marked incompe tability with 

6405 ssler, Clarke Men ani Culture. pp.102,103 



vp E , wy 

to yitLenterius ad} to% eu2o anote, a 
23 a eh omaion In agert « a gt 07 < 

quoty. Ladiet «ono - Caihenen ont #2 exo. 
i tay or wees siggy gage ett ren, wen ‘wane 
Stods TOT »*tt om thod? med? bea. 

ol rokya’d pt nie yer teluat seen 
oF goon, onl pn gi 

ate ais «,, Baer cate: b agian i 
wen a patqqeth sox ar rhe ano ivennq 8 at com 
et at elvdioa =» efth ,seedine £28 sata 
sett: eloxto Arawiso abson eateh c So spohbarns to 

anod eu TEtb aes towe anois swxoads a0 oat teat 

od ad, soon fami. “0 stanogues ved ath 

ext ‘he oxo ott ena” aber sy 208 wen 9 uitmadsnent 9 

patie Kg vinkerzes ate, ee ovadl tear onat ine 

netzo arnHD9 Utbenstaoe ud motes thet « “rae ss 

Fo. uiagy " yin veces abetad obrtueosee teow edt tat 

ton Oh ‘at bord’ bits ~stooma tou oe Loog Sort La sat a¥ 

ont ec dew tawel by elddeg Lb etttamp obte faoda, 

ste t te nt Loe $ oa
tit vElaor s9ainta

 pact nt strw oa
 - 

th of Gime FOR smokitarcogo ath nt vita kautroqge © otinp 

gat 230mm, saat: OA athang suetnet has ov
tden + 

Fa J ike 

mt wre tetoste, ify ist to ei Lolaapao a won ation vod
 : . : 

ins | went ete rte fied: fre 
aterty Sota, Pues

 on f 

scten polio {Et no ma
sioan enie one oa

t mes. ry ON 

Mdbw GeALIentaquecnt Bexeam os x oor 

i 



the mative fom. However, e note of caution should be 

sounded. These chenges which we have chosen to identity 

wundexy the category of ‘The Cultureeconfasion Compleat’ probably 

indicate that the sbAdeoufficiency ani, anthropomorphically, 

the self-confidence of a system has broken down. Related to 
this if not identiosl with it are the remant survivels, 

traite bereft of their criginsl meaning and function, and 

other treite vhich ere only vestigea of their ancient form and 

functions 

But the decline of cultures end culture traite is not a 

process that moves constantly in ome direction. Snough hes 

been seid to make it obvious thet the pace of acculturation 

veries irom tine to tine, «né from place te place within any 

given cultures lorecvor, tho factor of refertilisetion in 
which « curvivel characteristic of a given spatial, blood, or 

culturésarea gives off 'spore-formetionb'which result in a 

Fenmeccence «f the trait in other sections. Under especially 

favorable cireunstences we might fim a calture thus recreating 

eigpble bodies of ite archaic manifestationas 

Finally, there ic the body of manipulative inZluences sani 

their consequences which we hove treeted in considerable 

detail sbove under the toupice cf the frontier, goverment, smi 

revervation.e hoy ora peculiar because they ere selfeo meci ous 

inZimences on the part of the acculturating agent, net conscious 

indeed of the renifications end implications of the pressures 

involved, but conscious of certain ends to be desired. They 

are algo peculiar becuuse those ends have never proved to be 
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constant, and the Indians heve been required to claborate 

adjustments to problems which suddenly proved to be no 

problems at «11, just ae science has vated itseelz, not ine 

frequently, om prebleme which never existed. 

Summary 

| Summarily, ve have seen thet tho satisZectory besis for 
Gomparative atucy on any large scale is still denicdé to the 

field of ecoulturstion, and it seems likely thet generslise- 

tions casa bo made only ior a limited culture, and only with 

eonsiderabie reservation.. Factors which alvays will be ine 

fluences to be considered, however, are the following: 

concentration of populations degree of ‘etructuring* of the 

political «ni ouiture systems of the group; "precericus 

tenure"; refertiiizetion; the vigour of cores of culture 

gestalten.e 

At Cherokee we have iound the feliowing factors to be 

signifvie:nt in meking gor culturel intrusions ami chengss: 

‘the progressive dilution of Indian blood; the sctaal iatra- 
sion of 2 white populations the pattern ei manipulistion 

exemplicied by ihe frontier and the reservation; the ceneral 

ouperiority of white technology; the unvertein prestige of 
white waya; ami the chenge to a sedentary way of lifes 

We bayo found thet verious traite have been assimilated in 

varying degreat. Sone havo been completely essimileted, oither 

ee substitutes, addenda, or new functioning wits, such es: 



eareamashinleata siisuinseiiininsicons asain 
Oe Ot herent _nebare gh keer an mie 

SS he seats eden nk Aowotes aa toot 4 | 
sheeting se ote mao ae 

1k ado! yroduuheltun one deal rien eras gw 
Wis ot dhe Lie of gone ee ed wee 

MORAL umeTIER): OTS LLOOERL geee HR Hae 
Set NO as sons on betas 9 = tai eben 
th ES PEE CN - hecoky orsowers da 

 MRWOLLOS Ot os ymaTOMRd, hoRDOtaMe od oe il 
cbt 0 Mprltaiitowtte” ‘bo: edagied gnediadeped to. emaigiln 

ra kena” symm, set. he ad ont a 

anton Law do Ore Se stay argh. Luh 

CEO OR tapi: gutrodte wie sanvtiniie eidones 
seagate lity One tineetask. Lege sho no, statis aha a 

WET, Lawtow wit giaodd mad dard. oe wo twLed | 
Mike shvapheney ky gecerh weg watt wwotsaingog 034.0 @ 

Livro sey, ok? geek Ratner ald Banh Taksoet cule yt A 
Te enttpong shad ename eile TaoLonipes SILA 20. 

eOELL boo wom Rye een woe eproiia ont tae. g 
nt desalindens cod evel, othe tN: aN 



Metal in the forug of weapon ond tool, clothing, sedentary 

way of life, politicel organisstion, beads «ni other decorating 

devices, Sundey ond time mensuremeutss, enguage represents a 

Speciel type. Its porticl edoption is mlmcst inmodinte; its 
ultimate complete absorption is inevitable; and it increeses 

in use by infiltration end dispincement. The miesionery motif 

eubotios traits which have encountered most direct culturel 

6r social resistances, ‘tut have msde some inroads, mich as 

Methodist ond Baptist sects, ond white medicine. The Culture- 

confusion Complex comprises sports of modificetion end enltural 

admixture, such «st less arrow hesds, Yestern dance intra- 

@ions, modified Yeetorn masic, rivets on bell sticks, trans- 

Inted and retrensloted mmese 

"fhe most aignificent factors making for survivals hive 

been the following: blood isolation emi inbreeding; the 

mutual reinforcement of aboriginal blocd snd eboriginel cultures 

more recently, the economic and social premium pleced on 

Indien traits ani identity; end a tendency to refertilize from 

areas of traditionsliate 

Some traite have beon caxpletely lest or heve been displaced 

guch es: clothing, feather work, th rosch, bi-iureate rede 

white social orgemization, metrielocelity, clan blood revenge, 

eertain dance forms, such as the war dence, anid games such as 

ghangeku snd womm's footbell. There sre certein rennant 

gurvivels which involve the persistence of treite bereft of 

their origins meaning and function in the culture complex, 

such as: clon names persisting se plece or personmsl nemes, 
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and the emasculated structure of clan organization with its 

accompenying exogamic lew, gaktunta (taboo system), end the 

like. Other traits only partially or vestg%ially retein their 

original use, such as: the bow and blow-gun, and the Gadugh 

(cooperative society). Special gxilis and information are 

dependent on experts for their preservation. The body of 

mythological and medical lore which is the peculiar province 

of a few specialists and is repidiy fading as the lest "old 

men" pass typifies this. 

But there are still traits which mrvive in their essential 

function and eboriginal form in the practice of the more con- 

servative population of the comuunity. Uxamplies of these are: 

the fairly elaborate and varied, although somewhat regressive, 

dance forms =nd their appurtenances, masks, rattles, drums; 

certain material culture traits, such eas basketry; and 

langucge. 
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